
1st Armoured Car Regiment 
(Royal Canadian Dragoons) 

5th Canadian Armoured Division and later,1st Canadian Corps, 
Sicily and Italy 1943 – 1945, Northwest Europe 1945  

 

 

Unit Serial and Arm of Service 
Flash, 1941 

 

Formation Sign, 
5th Canadian Armoured 

Division 

Battle Honours: Second World War 

Liri Valley, Gothic Line, Lamone Crossing, Misano Ridge, Sant' 
Angelo in Salute, Fosso Vecchio, Italy 1944-1945, Groningen, 

Bad Zwischenahn, North-West Europe 1945. 

 

Unit Serial and Arm of Service 
Flash, January 1942 - July 1944, 
and March 1945 to War's end. 

Historical Sketch  

The Regiment was placed on active service on 01 September 
1939. In March 1940 a squadron was detached to help form a 
composite unit that was intended to be the divisional cavalry 
regiment for 1st Canadian Division. This unit, named The First 
Canadian Cavalry Regiment (Mechanized), was broken up into 
its constituent parts on 21 June 1941. During its short existence 
in London, Ontario, it was composed as follows: RHQ - 1st 
Hussars, A Squadron - Royal Canadian Dragoons, B Squadron - 
Lord Strathcona’s Horse (RC), C Squadron - 1st Hussars, HQ 
Squadron - 1st Hussars. In July 1940 the 1st Canadian 
Motorcycle Regiment (RCD/LSH (RC)) was formed from 



 

Formation Sign, 
1st Canadian Corps 

 

Unit Serial and Arm of Service 
Flash, July 1944 to March 1945 

 

Formation Sign, 
1st Canadian Infantry Division 

Headquarters and one squadron RCD, CASF and Headquarters 
and one squadron LSH (RC), CASF. On 21 September 1940 the 
1st Canadian Motorcycle Regiment (RCD/LSH (RC)) was 
redesignated Lord Strathcona's Horse (Royal Canadians) CASF 
and the Royal Canadian Dragoons (Armoured Car Regiment), 
CASF was mobilized. It was allocated to the Canadian 
Armoured Corps on 15 November 1940. On 11 February 1941 
it was redesignated 1st Armoured Car Regiment (Royal Canadian 
Dragoons) and on 13 November 1941 it embarked for the 
United Kingdom as part of 5th Canadian Armoured Division. In 
January 1942 the Regiment became the armoured car regiment 
of 1st Canadian Corps. It landed in Sicily on 22 October 1943 
and in Italy on 05 January 1944. In July 1944 it became the 
reconnaissance regiment of 1st Canadian Infantry Division. In 
March 1945 it moved to North-West Europe and resumed it's 
role as the armoured car regiment of 1st Canadian Corps. 

Second World War Gallantry Awards 

Service 
# Rank Surname Names Award I or P Date 

 Major BRADY Allen Lucien DSO I 31Oct44 

 Major GAUTHIER Jean Prosper DSO I 14Apr45 

 Lt.-Col. LANDELL Keith Dalhousie DSO P 06Dec44 

 Major  VEITCH William, John DSO I 07Dec44 

 Major  VICKERS Charles Victor William DSO I 05Nov44 

 Lieutenant BEST John Parkin MC I 12Apr45 

 Lieutenant JONES Charles Gordon MC I 09Apr45 

 Lieutenant RAWLINSON Gordon Lionel MC I 30Aug44 

 Lieutenant TELFER Donald James MC I 31Oct44 
P1579 Sqn Sgt.-Maj. DEEMING Reginald William DCM P Apr45 
P1062 Sqn Sgt.-Maj. FORGRAVE Patrick Arthur DCM P Apr45 

H77389 Sergeant ABBOTT William Wuvern MM I 09Apr45 
M33960 Trooper CONLON Bernard MM I 03Sep44 
D1548 Corporal CONWAY Lewis John MM I 12Apr45 



P1673 Sergeant DAVIDSON Robert Frederick MM I 14Apr45 
P1548 Sqn Sgt.-Maj. DOUGLAS Edward William MM P Apr45 
P1669 Sergeant JOHNSON Edwin Sutherland MM I 04May45 

B60678 Trooper NICHOL Edward Malcolm MM I 16Apr45 
B304 Trooper PAPPS James Morris MM I 02Nov44 

B61425 Corporal PATERSON Charles James MM I 02Sep44 
D1525 L/Cpl SMITH Thomas Allen MM I 04Nov44 
P1136 Sergeant TURNER Leslie Frederick MM I 15Dec44 
P1702 Sergeant WESTWOOD Ronald Joseph MM I 09Apr45 

"I" – Immediate award for a specific act of gallantry.  
"P" – Periodic Award. Not for a specific act, but can encompass gallant behavior over a 
period of time or noteworthy service.  

 


