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Leader of

The Jieppe Raid

A courageous and resourceful officer who is a veteran of the last
war and also took part in the Battle of France in June 1940, is Major-
General John Hamilton Roberts, M.C., the 51-year-old Canadian of-
ficer from Kingston, Ontario, who commanded the Canadian troops in
the raid on Dieppe on August 19.

A fighting man himself, he is also the father of three fighting sons.
His 23-year-old twin sons are both overseas—Lieut. Richard Roberts,
Royal Canadian Horse Artillery, and Capt. William Hamilton Roberts,
Royal Canadian Artillery. His 19-year-old son, Sergt. John G. R. Ro-
pberts, is also with the Armed Forces.

Major-General Roberts was born at Pipestone, Man., and since his
early youth has trained to become a soldier. He entered Royal Mili-
tary College, Kingston, in 1913, and served meritoriously in the last
war. He was awarded the Military Cross for bravery in action and
was gazetted in January 1917. He was wounded in March 1918.

A specialist in the artillery branch of the service, Major-General
Roberts has specialized in that during his entire army career. It
has always been his conviction that if at all possible, not one bit of
fighting equipment should be sacrificed. This principle possessed by
him was well illustrated in June 1940, when as a Lieutenant-Colonel,
he returned from France through Brest with the 1st Field Regiment,
Royal Canadian Artillery. His was the only artillery group in the
British Army to save all its guns.

Promoted to a Captain in the field during the last war, Major-
General Roberts remained with the permanent force after the war. In
1920, he was a gunnery instructor, and in 1921 was a member of the
annual training camp administration staff at Petawawa. Later in the
same year, he took a gunnery staff course in England, and travelled
extensively in France, Great Britain, and the United States.

In July 1941, he was promoted to the rank of Brigadier, and in
April 1942, after assuming command of a Canadian division, was rais-
ed to his present rank of Major-General.

Major-General Roberts is a keen sportsman, his favourite games
being polo, rugby, tennis, cricket and badminton, with hunting and
fishing listed among other sports which he enjoys.
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