
r 

No. 2 

IN 
THIS 

ISSUE 

EDITORIAL 2 

WORTHY'S BABY GROWS UP 
-IS FIVE NOW ... ... ... ..... ...... 3 

CONSTANCY NO VIRTUE 5 

J•'ROM BEHIND THE EIGHT-
BALL AT A-8 .............................. 9 

NEW TEST FOR REINFORCE-
MENT OFFICERS 10 

REVEILLE TO RETREAT 
AND LATER ......... .. .............................. 11 

C.A.C. HOLDING UNIT NO. 3 14 

TANK WORK IS TEAM 
WORK ........ ..... ....... ..... 15 

C.A.C. WOMEN'S 
AUXILIARY 

TANK FIGHTER TEAM 

ONE DOLLAR PER YEAR. 

TEN CENTS PER COPY 

16 

17 

Please address all subscriptions to 
the Editor. 

Camp Borden, Ontario, February, 1942 Vol. 2 

What We Have For You 

The year-end holiday leaves left everyone in good shape for 

winter training, judging by the news from the centres in this edition. 
Read it for yourself and find out wha t has been going on. 

Inside you will find an ar ticle on the changing use of armored 
formations as exemplified in Europe, and some valuable data on tanks 

and organization of enemy forces. Some of the information on the 
J apan ese organization may be of rea l interest at this time in view of the 
J apan ese show of armored strength in the Orient. 

"Tank Fighter T earn" continues the breath-taking adventures 

111 France from the pen of a combatant. You can't afford ·to miss this 
instalment of the story. 

A tribute to the tremend0us growth of the Canadian armored 

formations is found in the article covering th e fifth birthday of the C.A.C. 

Our s lant on some of the passm g events can be found in •lhe 
cdi to rials. 

All in a ll it should keep the pot boiling for the next few weeks. 

r 

Thi s pub li c;:c lion i s lh e offi c ial o r g:cn of lh e a.n n.d i a n Armored Corps, 
:ind w i"ll be~ d evot,, d to :i dvan c in g· the in tc r c8t.'3 uf t h at Co rp :5. 1-Jow c v c r, the 
C :111:1d ian A rn1o n ,, d C orp :.; doc8 n ot 11 ccc:-:;sa. ri l y a s~un1 c r es pon s ibili ty fo1· 
oJ)illi O ll ~ l':XJ)l't'SSl' d ill a1·ticJe8 appearing' h e l· Cill, t h eSC b e in g t hu ::;e U( tht ~ 
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Editorial • 
JAPAN AS A In the rapid turn of events around 
MECHANIZED the globe it is hard to get any clear 

picture of a single portion of this 
POWER world war in which we are engag-
ing the destiny of our children's children. 

It has b een a matter of considerable surprise to 
many to r ead that the Japa nese armies have been using 
tanks and a rmored vehicles to a large extent in gain­
ing victories in the Luzon struggle and on the Malay 
land appendix. 

M a ny overlook the fact that Japan has been on 
a war basis for a decade, since the Manchurian seiz­
ure of 1931, and very completely so since just before 
the China "incident" that may yet overwhelm her in 
concert with the United Nations' effort. 

On top of that, Japan's spy mania, and the ex­
treme difference in customs and language, has made it 
a hard country in which to pick up informa tive mili­
tary tid-bits. 

This much is known. The Japs has been actively 
building tanks for six or seven years. They have used 
v a rious designs, German and British, being as ever 
unable to originate for themselves. Their tank build­
ing program has been under the guidance of German 
technica l experts, a nd judging from quite wide use of 
the armored fighting machines in Malaya and the 
Philippines, their production has been extensively in­
creased in the last couple of years without much know­
ledge of its escaping. 

They are even using a small amphibian modelled 
o n the U.S. Alligator boats, which is not a tank in the 
true sense. Their love of miniatures also extends to 
tanks. They have a lightly armored two-man tank, as 
w ell as a two-man submarine. 

It appears that the Japanese tanks are generally 
infe rior to better British and U .S. models. However, 
the defending forces h a v e had few, if any, of their 
superior models to use against the Japanese, so that 
the littl e men from the islands have had it pre tty much 
their own way. 

As far as production goes, the Japanese can prob­
ably maintain their present rate of tank building for 
two or three years. They have immense reserves of 
scrap iron, mostly purchased from this continent, and 
it is not v ulnerable to air attack either. The chief 
bottleneck, and one that will be felt if new and im- . 
proved models are attempted, is that of machine tools. 

Only preliminary reports of Japanese tank opera­
tions h ave com e through to date, but they indicate 
tha t the J aps are brave almost to the point of reckless­
n ess. They are not likely to rule the armored roost 
once British and U.S. tanks b egin to arrive and oppose 
them, but until that day, which may be some months 
hence, the J aps a re d efinitely armored masters of the 
Orient. Even a n infe rior tank beco m es supe ri o r 
agains t a n army that h as none at a ll. 

• • • 
MORE The theory has b een advanced by 

several non - military writers who 
AND BETTER have view ed the battle scene, that 
in some respects, the Allied side ( and it sounds good 
to say that again) is on the wrong track in the pro-
duction of tanks. ' 

These men feel tha t Britain a nd the U.S. are 
stressing quality too much and that th ey should be 
stressing quantity. The truth probably lies in b etween, 
and if you examine the argument closely you will find 
that these experts cannot provide too much proof for 
their case. 

An example of high production a nd low er quality 
might be found in Russia. The Russians s tandardized 
their tank designs earlier than other n a tions, and the 
war found them with many tanks of inferior quality. 
The result was that Russian tanks were defeated in 
many armored battles by superior Germa n machines. 
On the other hand, reports have it that the newer type 
of Russian tanks performed very w e ll and w ere able 
to hold their own. 

It is certain that we must ha v e ta nks in the mass. 
Men who have to fight the ta nks, however, do feel 
that their machines should b e of high quality too if 
they are to have ,a sporting cha nce . ' 

Britain's sea policy has always been to provide 
quality ships for its sailors, and that sam e policy is evi, 
dent in tank production. The United States, too, will 
not he satisfied with inferior products. 

If the experts ar~ refe rring to elimination of gad­
gets they might have some cause for debate. But ·the 
suggestion that a big production of inferior tanks will 
solve our problem is definitely n ot the a nswer. 

German tanks have prove n to be well-built 
machines. The Huns, with much less industrial poten­
tial than our side, h ave turned them out by thousands. 
We shall do the same when our industry hits its stride. 
What we want is more a nd better tanks. Only then 
can the victory be assured in a rmored combat. 

UNIFORMS 

WILL 

Announcement of new walking out 
dress for other ranks of the Canadian 
Army will be welcomed by all con­

PLEASE cerned. The army has been at a dis­
advantage in this regard for a lon g time, and at las t 
the boys in kha ki are to get a dese rved brea k. 

There h a ve bee n a few voices raised in protest. 
More tha n likely they are cries from the same quarters 
that condemned the unkempt appearance of army 
battle dress. 

The battle dress issue is a p a rticularly comfortable 
training a nd fighting outfit. That is a matter of gen­
e ral agreement. But it leaves much to b desired as 
walking out dress. 

This new issue will p lease the troops we fee l sure. 
The cam p ta ilors will cer tainly noti in Teased busi ­
n ess in the task of keeping er ases in th 1 roper places. 
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ORIGINALS OF C.A.C. GATHER ON FIFTH BIRTHDAY OF CORPS 

Of the handful of "originals" in the formation of Canada's 
armored corps f ive years ago, t he eight shown h er e are s till 
on ac tive duty around Camp Borden. Left to right, t hey 
are : Capt. R. S. Edwards, who was a P.P.C.L.I. corporal 
when the corps started; Lieut. R. Harris, formerly a S.M.I. 

with the R.C.D.; C.S.M. Viel , who started as a lance-corporal 
with the Royal 22nd; Major J. C. Cave, who was a sergeant­
instructor with the P.P.L.C.I. ; R.S.M. Hider, sergeant with 
R.C.D .; Q.M.S.I. LeBlanc, a corporal with the Royal 22nd; 
Capt R. Hughes, was a Q.S .M.I. with the R.C.R.; Capt. G . 
Farmer , fo rmer lance bombardier with the R.C.H.A. 

Worthy's Baby Grows Up-
Is Five Now 

Towards the close of December, 1 94 1, th ey had 
a birthday ce lebration for Worthington" s '"baby." The 
infant, fiv e years o ld , is g rowing bigger a nd better 
every day. 

F ive yea rs ago in December the Canadia n Arm­
ored Corps cam e into being so it was only fittin g t hat 
the origina ls should celebrate. 

T h e th o usa nds of men now w earing those dis­
t inc tive black berets are the o ffsprin g of the eighteen 
men who reported to the then-Capt. F. F. Worthing­
ton, M.C., a nd bar, M.M. a nd bar, at London, Ontario 
on D ecember 15, 19 36. 

It is some distance from 1936 to 19 4 2, and much 
furth er from e ighteen men and an id ea to th e current 
C. A. . es tab li shment of thousands o f m e n with a m is­
sio n . 

T h e originals b egan tank trammg with tiny tw o­
sea ter carriers. Now 30-ton Rams a nd 20-ton V a len ­
tines roar a ll around the Camp Borden training area. 

Some of the birthday thoughts w ere reserved for 
"the o ld man," for Cana d a ' s De Gaulle, who believed 
in a nd preached with unceasing fervor the gospel of 
a rmo red troops. 

Capt. W orthingto n and Lieut ]. La R oq ue were 
picked to go to E ng land for instruction early in 193 7. 
They re turned full o f e nthusiasm a nd ideas, and went 
to work. 

W orthington , LaRoque a nd Capt., now Col. G. 
C. Smith w ere the only three who h a d ev er driven a 
tank whe n the fi rs t two a rrived in 1938. They w ere 
6-ton lights, but they were the. proud est possessio ns of 
th e s till s t ~ u gglin g h o pefuls of those d ays. 

As a n illustra ti on of the lack of mechanization in 
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1938 when summer manoeuvres were held at Borden 
it wa~ necessary to call in R.C.A.S.C. trucks from as 
far east as Halifax to get sufficient transport to handle 
the situation for Canada's very small peace-time army. 

I Capt. Worthington got his majority then, and 
events moved rapidly to the war climax, which found 
him a colonel almost at once . 

An army tank brigade was in the making but the 
training centre was inadequately equipped with train­
ing machines. Col. Worthington went to the Uni'~ed 
States and put over his famous tank deal, purchasing 
several hundred 1 91 8 Renauds in very dilapidated 
condition from the U.S. arsenals. 

ALL OUT 

Their wheezy, balky motors were a hideous 
nightmare at times, but they were good trainin? ve­
hicles, and they made the personnel mechanically 
minded as nothing else could have. 

By this time the tank idea has flowered into the 
C.A.C. training centre. From it Col. Worthington w~s 
placed in charge of the 1 st Canadian Army Tank Bn­
gade. His brigade major was a man who less than 
five years before had been Lt. John Andre~s. Others 
of the originals filled important posts. Nme of the 
first eighteen are at Borden keeping up the tradition 
and the good work. 

The present rank of the originals may be of in­
terest and in order of their seniority as of December 
15, 1936, it is as follows: 

Capt. (Temp. Major) F. F. Worthington, P.P.­
C.L.l., now brigadier; Capt. G. C. Smith, RCA, now 
colonel; Lieut. J. H. LaRoque, R.C.D., lieut.-colonel 
(commanding a regiment with the Fifth Canadian Ar­
mored Division); Lieut. J. A G. Roberge, R.22R., 
now major; Lieut. J. G. Andrews, P.P.C.L.l., now 
lieut.-colonel; Lieut. T. G. Gibson, R.C.R., major; 
Lieut. F. E. White, L.S.H., major; Q.M.S.I. F. Rich­
mond, L.S.H., lieutenant; Q.M.S.l. R. Hughes, R.C.R., 
major; Q.M.S.l, M. M. Philpott, L.S.H., captain; S.S.­
M.l. R. Harris, R.C.D., lieutenant; Sgt. R. J. Hider, 
R.C.D., R.S.M.; Sgt.-lnstr. J. C. Cave, P.P.C.L.I. 
major; Corp . .Pengelley, R.C.R., Q.M.S.I. (Oshawa); 
Bombardier D. H. E. Reid, R.C.H.A., lieutenant; Cpl. 
R. S. Edwards, P.P.C.L.l., captain; Corporal W. Le­
blanc, R.22R., Q.M.S.l.; L. Bombardier F. Farmer, 
R.C.H.A., captain and L.-Cpl. A Viel, R.22R., C.S.M. 

In Flavour 
And Goodness 

WONDER BREAD 
AND 

HOSTESS CAKES 

WONDER 
BAKERIES LTD. 

183 Dovercourt Rd. 
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Constancy No Virtue (By TACTICUS) 

One interesting thing about the restoration of of­
fensive action to the science of war by the use of 
armored fightin g vehicles is that the actual makeup of 
this new reslorative is not, and may never be, per­
manently settled. 

It is evident, even to the uninitiated, that the actu­
al composition of armored units in the German army 
is still in a state of change. When you consider the 
head start enjoyed by the Nazis in experimenting with 
the proper balance of forces for armored corps work, 
it is not hard to foretell further changes in our own 
presently constituted arrangements when the day of 
major testing against the Huns is experienced. The 
present campaign in Libya, as armored personnel re­
alizes, is almost certain to bring us a wealth of useful 
information in that regard. 

Up to the present one of the differences between 
German and British employment of armored units has 
been the lack of Teutonic preference for what we are 
inclined to view the functions of an army tank brigade 
as necessitating. 

When the Germans began to rearm they rejected 
the theory that tanks must be closely tied to foot in­
fantry. They decided, and results have shown them to 
be very correct under some circumstances, that the 
tank must be used in huge numbers, and must be com­
pletely self-contained in the process by the addition of 
highly mobile infantry, artillery, engineer and aviation­
al groups. 

The tank brigade idea was rejected by General 
Guderian, brilliant Nazi armored expert, m the fol­
lowing words: 

"There are important strategic and tactical objec­
tions to the organization of separate low-speed tank 
units for the infantry. The tank units tha t are designed 
for strategic purposes may be used tactically either as 
entire units or divided. On the other hand, it would 
be impracticable to combine the division tank bat­
talions for strategic employment. Aside from the fact 
that their equipment is not suitable for missions of this 
kind, the combined force would lack the requisite 
headquarters and could not produce them at will. The 
greater the speed of an arm on the march and in com­
bat, the more important that it and its commanders 
be trained in units that are organized in .Peace the 
same as they would be in war." 

German authorities, even on the limited exper­
ience of the Spanish Civil War, felt that their decision 
to make armored units self-contained had more than 
been confirmed. 

Russia Changes It 
Having laid down this fairly definite principle, it 

now appears that the German is once more demon­
strating his much increased ability to flexible thinking 
and acting in this war, by changing his ideas in Russia. 

Pending more definite information it is unwise 
to make any clean-cut statements as to present policy, 
but it does appear that the Hun, for the present at 
least, is using his tanks much more in co-operation with 
the infantry than was the case in previous campaigns. 

This may have been necessitated by the depth of 
battle provided by the resolute Russians and the painc 
fully long lines of communication that is affecting the 
Nazi attack and retreat, with the invaders open to 
interference almost along its whole length. 

NAZI NOTABLES REVIEW GERMAN TANK FORMATIONS 

This " march " i:ias t of Ge1·man armored units occurred 
i11 t.he 1.1te day~ of peac:e . Tt features entirely the light 
l'zKw. Mk. 1 tanks, which have not been able to stand 
up to the improved anti-tank weapons of later w:ir 

months. This type of tank has been converted to the 
task of flame-throwing and has bee n used in that role lo 
some exlent. It is unlikely that any more of thi:; type are 
being made. 
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However, in this return to some of the basic 
thinking of the old British tank idea, the Nazis evi­
dently are n ot creating a separa te infant ry tank bri­
gade unit, but breaking down their speedy armored 
divisions for use in smaller forma tions. 

This willingness 'to adapt oneself to changed cir­
cumstances marks a resourceful foe, and has been one 
department in which the Nazis have excelled us to 
date. As the heading to this piece says, constancy is 
no virtue, in t ank warfare particularly, and the ab ility 
to improvise will p lay a la r ge par t in final victory. 

Basic Formation 
H aving a rrived at this point, it is only fair to 

make clear that the Germans have a definite basis of 
armored organization. Chan ges in the de tail of its 
structure and equipment app ears to have been fre­
quent, but the general pattern can be roughly la id 
down as some thing like this: 

Divisional H eadquarters. 
Armoured Brigade : 1 or more tank regiments 

plus staff, recce, communicationa l and adminstrative 
elements ( 2 00 to 4 5 0 ta nks approximately). 

Motorized Infantry Bde.: 1 or more motorized in­
fantry regiments, p lus staff, assault ar tillery, recce and 
line of communica tion troops. 

Artillery R egiments: Several units o f motorized 
artillery including 75 mm., 105mm., 150 mm. calibre 
groups. They m a y use a rmored, self-propelled mount-
mgs. 

Moto rized Anti-Tank Battalion: Uses 4 7 mm., 
5 0 mm. and 7 5 mm. A-T weapons, some mounted on 
motorized chassis. 

Reconna issance R egiment: Constituted of light 
tanks, armored cars a nd motorcycles, the latter a fav­
orite arm. 

A-A, A-T Combination Regiments: Dual purpose 
motorized groups using 15 mm. , 20 mm., 37 mm., 88 
mm. guns. 

Engineer Batta lions : Carrying bridging a n d ferry 
equipment. 

Intercommunication Group: Telephonic a nd ra­
dio equipment groups. 

Attached Aviation: Reece and bomber flights,· 
and A -9 units. 

Finally there a re supply, maintenance and medi­
cal service groups. 

Recent tendencies appear to p lace emphasis on 
A-A and A-T defences, to utilize more close-support 
artillery on armored mounts, and to intruduce more 
medium a nd h eavy tank s. As appears to be the case 
with a ll m a jor a rmies, the light tank is definitely limit­
ed in scope, and on the way out. 

Not Jerry-built 
Examination of captured German tanks reveals 

that the land battleships h ave the same common v ir­
tue of their Luftwaffe flyin g craft - they are well 
made and built for fi gh ting service. N one of the Ger­
man equipment appears shoddy or Jerry-bui lt, a l­
though punsters may argue on this latter phrasing. 

It is possible tha t their armor is inferior to that of 
British tanks. Ind eed, tests ha v e proven this point, 
but the G erma n tank is nonetheless, a po tent w eapon. 
They make up for in fer ior armor b y clever angling to 
make pene tration difficult, so that projectiles w ill 
g la nce off. · 

An earlier tendency to rely on speed rather tha n 
armor is adjusted in later models, it app ears. In n ew 
tanks the self-seal fuel tank is used, as well as fire ­
proofing in walls. By rivettin g extra plates on their 
base, the Nazis h ave made more lightly armored tanks 
useable in quantity. Once aga in their ability to impro­
v ise is demonstrated . 

h a racteristics of main German ta nks now in use 
are of inte!"est and are as fo llows : 

1.-PzKw 1. (light) weight 5. 7 tons; crew, 
two; armor basis 1 8mm. ; armament, 2 m.g.; speed 
(maximum) 32 m. p.h.; radius of action, 95 miles. 

2.-PzKw 2 , (light) 9 to n s, three men, 20 
rnm. basis; 1 heavy m.g., 1 ligh t m .g .; 24 m.p.h.; 
radius of 12 5 m iles. 

3.-PzKw 3. (medium ) 18 tons; crew of five ; 
30-40 mm. basis; 1 3 7 mm. or 50 mm. gun; 2 l.m. g.; 
speed, 28 m .p.h.; radius of operation uncerta in. 

4.-PzKw 4 . (heavy-medium) 22 tons; crew 
of five; 40-60 mm. basis ; 1 75 mm. gun; 2 l.m.g.; 
23 m .p .h . ; radius o f action not known. 

5.-PzKw. 5 (heavy) 32 tons; 7-8 m en; 60 mm. 
basis; 1-75 mm. a n d 4 m.g. or 1-75 mm., 1-37mm. 
a nd 3 m.g. ; 31 m.p. h. ; radius of action, 1 2 hours. 

6 .-PzK.w. 6 (heavy ) 35 tons like ly; crew un­
known; 75 mm. basis; 1-75 mm. or one 105 mm., 
2-30 mm. m.g. ; 4 l. m.g.; 25 m.p.h.; rad ius of action, 
16 hours. 

7.-PzKw. 7 ( super-heavy) 90 tons (?); crew 
18 ( ?); 90 mm. basis; 1-105 mm., 2-4 7 mm., 4 m. g. 

In addition to these the Germans h a v e used flame­
throwing tanks of the 9-ton v a riety Their character­
istics are roughly as fo llows : 9 tons; 28 m.p.h.; 15 
mm. basis; 1-20 mK1. a nd 1-1.m. g.; crew of three; 
fl ame thrower. 

Two Czech tanks in common use with the Ger­
mans include t h e following models: 

6 .2 tons (light) 28 m.p.h.; 14 mm. basis; 1 or 
2 l. m .g. ; 90 miles r a d ius; amphibian 3-4 m.p.h. m 
water; crew of 3. 

8 .5 tons;; 26 m.p.h. ; 50 mm. basis; 1-3 7 mm., 
2-1. m.g.; 3 o r 4 men ; 125 miles radius. 

It is interes ting to note tha t Rommel's Afrika 
Korps depended v ery largely on th e PzKw 4 . E y e­
wi'tness despatches from Libya h ave told of the fine 
service these large tanks h ave g iven the stubbornly re­
sisting Germans there. T his tank is one of the better 
German efforts in the production line . 

In addition to the types mentioned it is possible 
that others of which no data is available a re coming 
into use, a lthough hardly likely in quantity. The Ger­
mans also use a number of captured ta nks of French 
make. The mos t formidable of these is the French 
Char B, a 3 1-ton heavy w ith 60 mm. b asis which 
mounts a 7 5-mm. g un , a 4 7 -mm. gun and two mag­
g1es. It was considered the fin est tank in action in 
the battle of France, but th er e were n ot n early enough 
of them, unfortunately . One d rawback w as its maxi­
mum speed, on ly 1 7 miles an hour. Most Polish tanks, 
it is reported, h ave bee n converted into gun mounts. 

Japanese Tanks 
Since this articl e went into preparation, the Jap­

.:: n ese h ave come into the piclur as a n a rmored power, 
p erhaps of doub tfu l quan ti ty, but for th time b e in g 
supreme in ·the current Eastern fi ghting. . 
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ONE OF THE MORE SUCCESSFUL GERMAN MODELS-PzKw 4 

In this photo is shown one of the better German all-pur­
pose tanks, the PzKw. Mk. 4. Weight is 22 tons and it 
carries a crew of f ive . Armor basis of 40-60 mm. ( 1.6-2.4 
inches). Armament includes 1 75-mm. gun and two 

Data on J apan ese ta nks is far from complete, but 
some information is a v a ilable. First of a ll, the Japs 
have decentralized their armored command to a large 
extent, followin g more the Russian practice of army 
tank brigades. Separate from any tank formation a re 
20 light ta nks which are p a rt of each infantry division, 
used mostly in contact reconna issance roles. In addi­
tion, most infantry divisions h av e allocated to them for 
co-operative offensive a tank b a ttalion of light and 
medium tanks. 

A J apanese tank regime nt consist o f three b at­
talions. Each battalion is made up of two companies. 
The company has a h eadqua rte rs with one medium 
and two light ta nks. Each compa ny embodies four 
platoons, one of three light ta nks a nd the other three 
of m edium tanks, a lso three to the platoon. This m eans 
1 5 tanks per company. There a re three tanks in b at­
talion hea dqua rters, making a tota l of 33 tanks per 
battalion. 

With three battalions to the regime nt, and three 
tanks in regimenta l h eadqua rters, it can b e seen that 
the total strength in tanks of a J a p reg iment ( equiva­
lent o f our briga de) is 1 02 tanks. This, it is e vid ent, 
is well below the s tr eng th o f the British army tank 
brigade establishment, and the contrast 1s even more 

machine guns. Radius of action appears to be better 
than 100 miles. Drive sprocket is at rear. A heavy med­
ium tank, there are several ver sions of it extant. It has 
been relied on to a large degree by Rommel's Libyan army. 

marked when it is recalled that 20 per cent of 'the Jap­
a nese tanks are light. 

The re a re five sta ndard J apanese tanks in pro­
duction: 

1. Sma ll 3-tc;;m recce tank (the two-man tank-
ette.) 

2. Light, 5-7 tons. 
3. Cruiser, 15-18 tons. 
4. Heavies, 25-30 tons. 
5. Light amphibians, modelled on the U.S. "alli­

gators," of 6 - 7 tons; road sp eed of 25 m.p.h. 
There appears to b e no organization among the 

Japs of armored divisions as such. At least, none ap­
pear to have shown up in Malaya or the Indies, and 
none have ever been reported from the Chinese the­
a tre. 

Japanese tanks are reported to be rather obso­
lete in design and they have nothing that is not gener­
ally the product of Western producers, even their tank­
ette being from an original British idea in that line . 

What the future may hold in the question o f ta nk 
types a nd their use is open to wide specula tion . The 
basic ideas of tank warfare will remain, but there is 
littl e doubt that not much else can b e safely co unted 
on to be constant. 
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Old Man Ontario 
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Super-Service 

Enclose a note in your first parcel stating just 

what you would like; we will do the 1·est. 

PHONE EL 5234 
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. .. of the . 
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QUALITY BREAD 
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The Taste Thrill of the Day. 
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• • 

In One Bar 
CHOCOLATE 
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CARAMEL 
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FROM BEHIND THE 8-BALL 
.AT A-8 

BROUGHT GOOD CHEER 

With Christmas and New Year's Eve but glowing 
memories, we will only touch on the high-lights of the 
festive season. 

Without a doubt the most enjoyable memory to 
all ranks was the gala dinner served to the men the 
Monday before Christmas Day. Good food, a mode's! 
amount to drink and fine spirits prevailing among all 
ranks, made it a stand-out affair. 

In "B" Officers' Mess Christmas trees with all 
the tinsel, made the ante-room a pleasant spot to 
while away the holiday hours. However, the "old­
sters" ( 2 8 and over, you know) wondered if the age 
regulations hadn't been carried a spot too far, when 
three of the "young" officers were nabbed trying to 
hang stockings by the fire-place. They probably still 
believe in Santa Claus. 

Incidentally Santa Claus and the stork raced neck 
and neck to the homes of several chaps among us, 
who believe in exerting their war efforts at home and 
abroad. Among the seven so visited only two were 
able to boast sons-and we need fighting men. 

Genial S / Sgt. Hockley of the Gunnery Wing 
scored a Magpie. He was presented with a lovely 
daughter. 

Lt. F. J. Cornish, attached to Corps Headquar­
ters didn · t do any better. Rank means nothing in this 
democratic army. 

Sgt. G. W. Hobbs and T pr. W. H. Homewood 
are congratulated on the arrival of lusty male off­
spring. 

T pr. I. I. Stoffregan, T pr. F. Leggett, and T pr. 
E. T. McCully, did themselves proud with a daughter 
apiece. 

LOVE BUG CASUALTIES 

A dozen or so of our personnel decided to sit the 
old year out at home, quietly holding hands of newly 
acquired brides. Among those so misbehaving, were: 
T pi:s. D. F. Campbell, R. H. Ellis, W. C. Bucholtz; L. 
T. Johnston, A. E. Rose, E. Farrington, C. Moon and 
T pr. Qui&bell; Cpl. H. G. Pearson; Sgt. R. W. Mc­
Keown and 2/Lts. R. Matte and W. A. Marlow. 

BACK FROM B.M.A. 

Lt. Ernie Linsdell, who has been on the instruc­
tional staff of the Armored Corps Wing at Brockville · 
is back in Borden. He returns after a longish tour of 
duty down east. • 

SPORTS AND SUCH 
Sports, winter and otherwise, took a beating from 

the weatherman prior to the New Year. The wea.ther 

was too mild for the water to jell into ice, resulting 
in NO HOCKEY. The Sports Officer went on furlough 
and got tangled up at Christmas, resulting in NO 
SPORTS. AW, WELL . . .. 

Squadron basketball teams have been formed 
and a competitive series has been arranged for the cur­
rent month. Charles the Cockroach has whispered that 
"B" Squadron has consistently overlooked a real 
twine-ball artist, both as coach and player in the per­
son of 2/Lt. A. Harrison. 

Fortunately for the physical well - being of this 
centre the Sergeants are diligently keeping themselves 
fit with a weekly bowling tournament and a Chinese 
Checkers tourney. 

And that, gentlemen, is the sports news from this 
centre. 

NEW BADGES DEPT. 

From the Wireless Wing comes news of several 
important promotions. First of all, Gus ( Gimmeyacig­
arette) I< eeler became Wing sergeant-major in fact, as 
well as in theory, and substituted 'the well-earned in­
signia of Q.M.S. in place of the "crown and three." 

Sergeants Hill, Cowdy, Myers and Wilson were 
found in conference as to the exact official location of 
a crown in relation to three chevrons. 

Corporal Thompson J.S., seemed to be consider­
ably enjoying the task of removing "sets of two" and 
preparing to "post" some "sets of three." 

Among the attached personnel, L/Cpl. Chamber­
lain, and troopers Clausen, Rollo and Day didn't seem 
the least bit annoyed at being burdened with the chore 
of sewing corporals' stripes on the sleeves of thrilled 
battle-dress blouses. 

Congratulations are sincerely voiced by all mem­
bers of the Wireless Wing staff. 

THE Q.M. RISES TO REMARK .... 

"Don· t give it all to me although I do save it. 
Thank you for the paper that filled my pockets and 
gloves on recent date. Believe me, it is really neces­
sary to save paper. Before the war we imported 
20,000,000 tons a year of paper-making material. 
Wood pulp came from Germany, the Baltic States, 
Norway and Finland. It makes artificial silk. Silk 
makes parachutes. We have to save to make up for 
those millions of tons-but you can't put it all in my 
poc kets. 1t takes 2 5 books to m a ke a ton of scrap 
paper. I thank you one and all." 
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New Test for 
Reinforcement Officers 

Following through a n idea conceived by Col. E. 
L M. Burns, O.B.E., M.C., o fficer administrating the 
C.A.C., a group o f r einforcement officers from A -8 

Tra ining Centre recently carried out an unusual motor­

ized move. 

The scheme, first to b e tried in such circum­
stances, combined various aspects of their training, in ­

cluding D. and M., tactics and wireless. 

Eleven 8 -cwt. wireless trucks, each with a No. I I 
set, were pushed off from camp on a series of moves 
that lasted for more than 50 hours. In that time the 
convoy travelled almost ceaselessly, stopping not more 

than 4 hours a t a ny one time, and that on only one 

occasion, the first night out. 

Crews of these vehicles thus had less than six 
hours slee p in two nights, were constantly driving and 
maintaining vehicles, and handling wireless equipment 

in winte r conditions. It was a fair approximation of 
what they might b e up against in winter campaigning. 

One of the tests included non-arrival of rations, the 
troops getting one solid meal and two sandwiches in 

24 hours. 

After two a lmost sleepless nights their mental 

a bilities w e re tested by having to consider and answer 

a two-hour examination in tactics. 

Upon returning the entire group was subjected 

to medical tests , and w as found to be in surprisingly 

good physica l condition. 

Complete returns from the scheme, which was 
covered by official observers in all its phases, have not 

bee n announced. It w a s found, however, that men 
over the 28-year age limit stood up just as well as 

their younger brethren. The whole group, from the 
standpoint of m enta l a lertness as demonstrated by the 
written examination, did not exhibit nearly as much 
brain fatigue as might h ave bee n expected. In fact, 
officials in ch arge of the scheme expressed pleasure 

at the high standard of marks obtained. 

As a practical d emonstra tion o f mechanized 
moveme nt, a nd as a real illustration of all the advan­
tages a nd unexpected disadvantages therein, it was 
voted a tremendous success. 

The scheme is to be elabora ted and a written 
na rrative is like ly to be a dded, a nd it now a ppears to 
become a like ly fin a l test for all futur e re inforcem ent 
officer classes to hurdle. 

ountr 
tub''~ 

ICE CREAM 
e It's finer, smoother and 

more fl.a vorful 

Ask for it - in mess, canteen, 
restaurants and stores. 

ORILLIA CREAMERY LTD. 

Thirst 
asks 

nothing more 
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REVEILLE TO RETREAT and Later 
AT A-9 C.A.C.-A.T.C. (A.F.) 

RAMBLING WITH 'MAC. 
By Sgt. McAllister 

H e re's hoping that every Office r, W.O., N.C.O. 
a nd Trooper of A -9 ha d a n enjoyable Christmas and 
N e w Year's leave. M ay they a nd theirs have a very 
prosperous New Year . 

All ranks should look back to D.O. d a ted 23-12-
41 p ara. 9 and see wha t a swell fellow our Command­
m g Officer is. 

Orchids should be given to 1the committee who 
w e re responsible for the wonderful dance h eld at Bar­
ne Armouries. 

'I· :;. 'I· 

Our Cooks a nd their staff deserve a big hand for 
the w onderful dinner they put up a t Christma s and 
N ew Yea r. 

.y. 'f. :(. 

Thanks to Miss Ann Paterson of Toronto who 
very graciously served tea to the troops in "A" Mess 
Hall on New Year's Day. 

~' 'I· :(. 

Congratulations to S / S g t. D a vies on ta king the 
big jump. M a y a ll his troubles b e little ones. This 
a lso goes for L/Cpl. W a rren and Armourer S/Sgt. 
Maguire . 

:(. 'f. :(. 

To a ll the N .C. O .'s who w ere recently promoted, 
_may they continue to climb the ladder to the top rung. 

'I· :(. :(. 

Our R eceptio n Wing Storeroom looks like a first 
cl ass Sports Store, with a ll the skis standing in racks, 
a nd a n efficient staff fittin g and waxing skis. 

. y. 'f. :(. 

H e re 's hoping that Mrs. E dga r a nd little Miss 
E d gar, the n ew a ddition to the family, both enjoy the 
best o f h ealth . 

.y. :(. .y. 

The Norwegian Nationa l Anthem was sung with 
lo ts of v o lume, in the Sgts.' M ess on New Y ear's Day 
by three Officers o f the Norwegian Army. Here it is 
with a translation by Lt. H . F. H eine Gundersen: 
Norsk: 

Ja , vi elsker dette landet 
som det sti ger fre m, 

furet, vaerbidt over vannet, 
med de tusen hj em. 

Elsker, elsker det og tenker 
pa var fa r og mor, 
og den saganatt som senker, 
senker dromme pa var jord. 

:(. 

Engelsk: 
Yes, we love thi s country 
as it appears, 
hard , weatherbeaten up from 

1 the ocean, 
with the thousands of homes. 
Love it, love it and think 
of our fa ther and mother, 
and the night of history, 

which 
gives us the dreams on this 

our earth . 

Anyo ne wishing to lea rn Highla nd Dancing get 
in touch with a certain Sg t-. who will teach them the 
light fantastic. 

Congratulations to our N.C.O. 's who left us to 
go to that haven of rest at Brockville. May the cure 
do them a lot of good .. 

THINGS WE WANT TO KNOW 
Who was the S/ Sgt. who said to the young lady 

at our dance in Barrie, "Don't look at the floor, look 
into my eyes?" 

What did the trooper say to 1the Officer on New 
Year's Day, when the said Officer had his thumb m 
the said trooper's soup while serving dinner? 

:(. :(. .y. 

What happened to Sgt. Rennie's Christmas pud­
ding that he left under the chesterfield? 

~' :(. :(. 

Why does a certain C.S.M. go to Baxter on a 
Wednesday night. ls it to pra ctice in the local choir? 

:(. :(. .y. 

Did Sgt. Arnold make a mistake when he sent 
himself a Christmas card and hung it on the Mess 
Notice Board? 

DO YOU BELIEVE THIS? 
I . James Lanvier of Edinburgh, sneezed 690 times 

in succession in I 9 2 7. 
2. Rev. W. B. Hogg of El Paso, Texas, memorized 

the Bible. 

3 . A Hindu, Urdhabahu, held his arms above his 
head for 20 years. 

4. A humming bird hums with its wings. 
5. Table salt is not salt. 

6. The longest word in the world has I 84 letters . 

GETTING SETTLED ,, 
Afte r a series of shiftings that had all the intri­

cacies of a Chinese puzzle, things are returning to 
normal at A-9. The D. and M. department appears 
permanently placed, and "A" mess has finally come 
to ground a ft er a seri es o f exci ting rushes from one 
group of buildings to another. 

L a test feature is the addition of a full-blown wire­
less wing, which h as just graduated its first class of 
C.A.C. signally-minded. Capt. L. Brodie is in com­
mand, assisted by Lt. G eorge Bell, back from over­
seas for a time. Capt. Brodie has been busy battling 
'flu a nd pneumonia bugs, but appears to have the 
situation in hand. 

ANENT DECEMBER BA THING 
There is no percentage in December dips. This 

is advice straight from the source. In a recent night 
sch e m e,' 1.t. A rt P eak e placed too much faith in the 
lifting power o f a sapling as h e attempted to cross the 
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ford on the creek at "C" area. The night air was 
shattered into infinitesmal portions when the sapling 
broke off at the roots. Brother Peake' s diving form 
was very bad, and the resultant splash was a caution. 
The wate r is not very deep, but there is nothing wrong 
with its damping effect or. a full length immersion. 

GUINEA PIG DEPT. 
The foregoing incident was recorded in the course 

of a 5 0-hour combination tactics, wireless and D. and 
M. scheme for reinforcement officers. The mechanized 
movement paralleled as closely as possible similar 
training moves in England under conditions that might 
apply in actual warfare on the move. · 

Generally speaking the affair was a howling suc­
cess, although the g .p.' s only averaged 3 hours' sleep 
in two nights. The scheme is likely to be enlarged for 
future classes. As a lesson in practical wireless use, 
maintenance and operation of vehicles it was of tre­
mendous value. And the meals were swell-when you 
got them. 

LEAVES WERE APPRECIATED 
In a muster parade shortly before Christmas, Lt. ­

Col. McCamus pointed out that the troops were being 
given special privileges in having this leave with the 
external situation in its present shape. He cautioned 
the assembled troops to behave -themselves arid con­
gratulated them on their fine disciplinary record. De­
tails of how to obtain extra leave were announced, but 
returns to date do not indicate that much extra holi­
daying was enjoyed from that source. 

CARE OF VEHICLES 
Major issue with most of the "one-pip" wonders 

in driving vehicles is to avoid being charged with 
"Druckman driving." And small wonder, either. 

FIRE DEPT. 
The aforementioned went into action on Decem­

ber 19, when an overheated stove set fire to the sig­
nals wing orderly room. It was quite an extensive 
blaze, and some records and materials were lost, but 
valiant work by the bucket brigade and others with 
more elaborate equipment prevented the burning down 
of the whole hut. Only the orderly room interior was 
gutted. 

It all added to the confusion however, what with 
the head sahib sick, Christmas leaves coming up, and 
all that. 

SASSIETY DOINGS 
The December social season found A-9 leading 

the para de. Other ranks enjoyed a fine dance in 
Barrie, with dancing partners provided, early in the 
month. It was a good show. One week later the 
officers of A-9 entertained officers from the entire 
camp at a gala dance. Another outstanding success. 
Orchids for both, to Lieutenant Wickham, who toiled 
hard and long to put the events across. 

BROCKVILLE BOUND 
. Banished to Brockville are three popular mem-

bers of the officers' mess. Lts. Sid Druckman, Len 
Mciver and George Dowdell are doing C.A.C. instruc­
tional work at B.M.A. 

-Continued on parce 14 
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Reveille to Retreat (Con' d.) 

SPORTS PARADE 

Sports a re now w e ll unde r w a y in A-9 T raining 
Centre , a nd after m any h a ndica ps especially the pre­
p a ra ti o n o f the Drill H a ll, A -9 pla yed their first V o l­
ley Ball gam e J a nuary 19 th, 19 4 2. 

The Armoured Corps T raining Centres work un­
der extre m ely difficul t conditions, with so m a ny nigh t­
lectures, w ork , ta nks, trucks a nd guns to take ca re o f 
a nd study; the boys, a lthoug h willing, find the going 
pre tty h a rd, a nd unlike o ur friends in the Infantry 
C entres, they ha v e to work very late at night. 

In spite of this sad, sad story, A -9 have entered 
a ll sports, including b oxing a nd have plenty of punches 
b ehind them . If the w eather m a n gives us a break w e 
can sa fely say that this Centre will be in the hockey 
fina ls a t Ba rrie. 

V o lley Ba ll comes a s second na ture, a nd Basket­
ball w e learned in our cradles, a nd in boxing a ll com­
ers a r e w e lcome. 

It's nice to blow your own trumpet, but it is 
gra nd to ha ve confidence in those you are working 
with, so with these few words, Camp Bordenites, in all 
sports, A-9 will b e there. 

r 
C.A.C. Holding Unit 

No. 3 
By Sgt. W. G. Murray 

Greetings from a n o the r new unit of Canada's 
A rmoured Corp. 

This is the holding unit of the Armoured C orps, 
n ow established a t Camp Borde n . 

W e a re still in the process of forma tion and how 
m uch w ork tha t enta il s only our h a rd working Colonel 
can say-a nd h e won ' t. Our s taff is b eing drawn from 
a ll ov e r Cana d a, n o t only Ca v a lry Regiments being 
represented, but m a ny a re officers who have grown 
C. A. C.-minded a nd tra nsfe rre d fro m w e ll-known in­
fan try regiments. 

A ll these a re b eing drawn together and welded 
into one b ody o f men a ll equally determined to do all 
in their p ow er to bring victory to our arms in the 
sh o rtest p ossible time a nd in the compk t est m a nner. 

H a v e y o u read M a tthew H a lton's description of 
the T ank b a ttles in Libya ? To our mind they are tops 
in eye-witness reporting. His tribute to the men of 
the T a nk regiments should make us a ll proud of our 
berets, a nd s teel ourselves that we will ever strive to 
m a inta in a nd up h o ld the reputa tio n our comrades ha v e 
m a d e for us. 

Sha d es o f the o ld cav a lry lines, not a horse to 
b e seen a nywhere. Howev e r in our w a nderings we did 
ob serve a pile o f something that a t one time must have 
ha d so m e thing to d o with a horse, whereupon we took 
a d eep brea th a nd h eav ed a grea t sigh for the d ear 
d ead d a y s beyond recall. 

For 
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Tank Work • 
lS Teain Work 

By MAJOR J. M. McAVITY, Chief Instructor, Gunnery Wing, A-8 C.A.C. (A)T.C. 

(A message to Armored Corps reinforcement personnel entering classes for advanced training) • 

Y o u men n ow b e lo n g to th e Cana dia n Armo red 
Corps; yo u look like the typ e of men that the C. A .C. 
n eed s. T hree m o n ths from to d ay, th e b est o f yo u will 
b e full y tra ined in the highl y specia lized job s which 
fr o m the n o n will b e y our d a ily w ork-as m embe rs 
o f tank crew s. 

In n o a rmy of the past, that o f o ur fa thers or our 
g ra ndfathers, h as t·h e n eed for thoro ugh tra ining b een 
a s importa nt a s it is in ""this m a n's army"; and in n o 
branch of this army is thorough tra ining o f more urg­
ent importa nce tha n in the Armo red Corps. 

T o d a y, 2 00 odd m e n in 5 0 odd ta nks ta k e into 
b attle more fir e-p o w er tha n did m a ny times tha t num­
b er in the la st w a r. Look a t your fu ture from this 
'a ng le-yo u will b e one o f eithe r three o r four m e n, 
entrusted with b e tween $50,000 a nd $I 00,000 of 
first class fi ghting equipme nt. Y o ur v ehicle will b e 
equipped with sufficient ammunition to d estro y about 
I 00 Germa n ta nks, to kill over 4,000 Germans! Now 
whe ther o r n o t you bring your expensive equipment· 
out of one b a ttle a nd into ano the r- whe ther or no t 
you will d estroy y o ur sh a r e o f G e rma n s, depends to a 
considerable extent o n your w ork h e re in th e next few 
w eeks. E v ery d a y of training missed will lessen y our 
chance of " getting your sh a re" o f G erma ns. 

Successful tank a ction will b e the result, mainly, 
o f good tea m- w ork, simila r to tha t seen in ch a mpio n ­
ship fo o tba ll a nd h ock ey tea m s; ev ery man is t ra ined 
to pla y his positio n , a nd to w o rk with the o thers. On 
a ny team h ow ev er , the re is usua lly o ne m a n who s tands 
out a s the scoring threat-and it is h e a ro und whom 
the o thers build up p lays-it is h e who is o n th e "busi­
ness" end o f eve ry play. 

In the tank b attle, the commande r, wireless o p ­
erator a nd driver con stantly s trive to bring th eir 
vehicle into a p ositio n fro m which the gunner ca n score 
a hit. The gunne r is the m a n with t h e hitting-pow e r. 
M a ny years ago, a lit t le m a n n a m ed Na p o leon s ta te d 
tha t battles a re w o n b y fire- p ow er. T o d a y, the ta nk 
represents the m os t pow e rful, as w e ll as the m os t mo­
bile unit o f la nd fire-pow e r that t h e w orld has ever 
known. Th e ta nk gunne r is b ehind that unit. 

Le t us look brie fly into the tra ining o f the m a n 
who h a ndles a ll this fi repow e r ; fir st h e must b ecom e 
full y fa milia r with his weapons, the ir m ountings, a nd 
oth er fit t ings a nd equi p m e nt which the gunne r uses, 
in the turret o r fi gh ting cha m ber. H e must learn h ow 
each functio ns, a s w ell ag to m a in tain the m in actio n 
a nd gene ra lly p reserve their life. 

T h e n he must b ecom e practised in the control a nd 
m a nipulatio n o f his w eap ons, to this end, a miniature 
range course fir ed fr o m r o ta ting a nd oscilla ting pla t­
forms, which simula te th e m ov e m e nts o f a ta nk, is a 
m a jo r part of the gunner" s tra inin g progra m . O n the 
30 Y ard R a n ge a nd fin a lly on the A.F.V . R a nge, the 

gunner is progress ive ly introduced to firin g unde r con­
diti ons as close a s possible to b attle. 

Obviously the proce.>s of findin g a nd e nga gement 
o f the enemy is a n importa nt o ne. This is covered 
under the headings-"E ye Training" a nd· "Crew Con­
trol. " The crew commander is responsible for the find­
ing a nd selection of targe ts a s well a s for full control 
of the gunner's fire ; but the gunner must receive con­
siderable Eye Training in order that he may find and 
recognize targets as indica te d by the crew commander. 
The actua l control of the gunner's fire is by a system 
of crew control-a system by which the commander 
d evelops the maximum fightin g efficiency out of his 
vehicle a nd crew. The gunne r requires much training 
here so a s to become famili a r with the fire orders 
which h e will r eceive . (Further, both Eye Training 
and Crew Control are important to every m ember of 
t he crew, since if the comma nder becomes a casualty, 
o ne of them must a utoma tica lly take over). 

l suggested earlier tha t our arma ment is the best in 
the world; when you com e to h a ndle the I-pounder 
gun a nd Besa a nd Browning m achine g uns, and later 
fire the m on the ra nges, y o u will b e of the same 
o p1111on. 

OFFICERS' 
UNIFORMS 
T A ILORED-TO-MEASURE 

Officers· uniforms must con­

form to regulations, but you 

m a y b e your own judge in 

the m a tter o f ta iloring. Tip 

T o p uniforms, ta ilored - . to­

. m easure for a ll bra nches of 
the service, hold top rank 

positi o n b ecause they are 
correctly a n d ca refully 

ta il o red of fin e m a teria ls to 
give d e p enda ble , sm a rt and 

com fo r table w ear unde r the 
m ost try ing conditions. 

Our 1·cprcscntativc vis its 
Cam11 Borden regularly. 

Watch for him! 

TIP TOP TAILORS LTD. 



Page 16 THE TANK-CANADA 

C.A.C. WOMEN'S J 
---~-A_u_x_I_L_IA_R_Y~~-
BARRIE AUXILIARY 

Here we are into a new year I Our Christmas party 
is over and we really had a grand time. Four hundred 
and fifty children of twelve and under, representing 
all branches of the Active Forces were present, not 
forgetting mothers and a number of fathers. The Old 
Time Band from Camp Borden entertained with musi­
cal selections and a real Indian dance, and led a sing­
song. The Clowns got a great hand, and there was a 
"Yank in the R.C.A.F." who came from Miami and 
grew a palm 1tree from a sheet of paper, and then with 
due consideration to the season and the climate, 
changed it to a Christmas tree! When little tummies 
were filled with sandwiches, cakes, milk or pop, and 
ice-cream, and grown-ups had had tea, Santa arrived 
down the big chimney and stepped out of the fire­
place, well laden with gifts, candy, balloons and 
oranges. 

Uttle soldiers, sailors and airmen, and their little 
sisters eagerly greeted Santa, some overjoyed with a 
handshake or a kiss, but a few clung to mother at the 
edge of the crowd. 

Among the large number of Canadian Armoured 
Corps children we noted Joan and Larry McHale, 
Ronnie Simpkins, Susan Andrews, Garry Labbie, Peter 
Masson, Phyllis Reid, Jimmie Dinning, Judy Gianelli, 
Vici Marsh, Penny Gillespie, the Van Straubenzie boys, 
the Louden boys and girls and lots of others. Joyce 
and Jimmy McMillen, whose father is with 1the Royal 
Regiment in Hong-Kong were there too. Yes, it was 
a good party-but thank goodness it only happens 
once a year! 

L.S.H. AUXILIARY WINNIPEG, MAN. 
December 22, 1941, was a wonderful day for the 

children of the men of the Lord Strathcona's Horse, 
(Royal Canadians) when approximately 250 mothers 
and children were entertained at a Christmas party 
given by the Ladies' Auxiliary at the Army and Navy 
Hall, Winnipeg. Jack the Clown was responsible for 
much of the fun and happiness of the evening, while 

It's Thrijiy to Shop at . 

Felix the Cat, in his many adventures on the screen 
provided much excitement for the children. Supper 
was s~rved to all at 5.30 p.m.-with all the trimmings, 
pop, ice cream, paper hats and balloons. 

Much merriment was caused when Captain Clarke 
commandeered the services of the men of the party 
for the .purpose of blowing up balloons, many a loud 
pop dehght~d the children. The climax of the evening 
was the arnval . of Santa Claus who distributed a gift 
an? bag of frmts and candy fo each child from the 
g~ily decorated tree. Guests of honor were Captain 
G. H. Nettleton of the depot and his staff, Captain 
G. H. Clarke of the Infantry Training Centre and 
Lieut. W. G . Reade of Calgary, Alta. ' 

The Ladies' Auxiliary at Winnipeg have been 
closely connected with the regiment since the ladies 
received their first charter in December, 1939. Up to 
the present they have raised all their own funds by 
successful teas, dances, and card parties. During 
Novem~er, 1941, !00 individual parcels containing 
good thmgs for Chnstmas along with knitted comforts 
w~re sent ove~seas to the regiment and also a large 
sh1i:.ment of. c1gar~ttes, with the hope that they will 
'.1rnve ~t their destmation during the festive season. It 
is the mtention of the Winnipeg ladies to assure a 
monthly supply of cigarettes to be shipped overseas. 

. ~uring January a very extensive membership 
d~1ve is proposed, a~d a welcome is assured to all 
wives, mothers and fnends of the men of this regiment. 

• • • 
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Tank Fighter Team By LIEUTENANT ROBERT M. GERARD ':' 

Reprinted from "Infantry Journal" 

PART III: DEFENSE BEHIND THE SEINE 

After a ll the movements the Nth Groupe Franc 
h a d made, which I have told about in the earlier parts 
of this account, its gasoline was running d angerously 
low. My captain accordingly decided to send me with 
two gasoline trucks to get some more, wherever I 
could find it. We could no longer count on supplies 
commg up from the rear. We could only count on 
ourselves. 

I left on June 10 at 3.00 in the morning, with 
two drivers and two other men to help . At one gas 
station after another we found the pumps empty. We 
tried all the gas stations from Bourtheroulde to Pont 
Audemer and all those in Pont Audemer itself-but 
no gas. I then gave up as far as that particular area 
was concerned, and d ecid ed to drive straight &outh for 
thirty miles, without stopping, to reach Lisieux, a good­
sized town with a big Standard Oil tank depot near it. 

There was nobody at the depot except two or 
three worke rs and a n old French ja nitor. 1 told him 
I wanted a thousand ga llons of gasoline for our Groupe 
Franc, whereupon he asked me to give him a blue re­
quisition slip, Form No. 3. I ha d none, of course, and 
told him so, but "No slip, no gas, " was all l could get 
out of him. I tried a rgument and pleaded with him, 
te lling him that if 1 didn't get the gas h e alone would 
be responsible for the death and capture of the men 
of the Nth Groupe Franc, who were, after a ll, defend­
ing him. But he could not rise from his long life of 
routine and Forms No. 3 to conceive a different world. 

I finally c ut things short, pulled my revolver out 
an d said I would shoot him if he didn ' t give us the 
gas. H e just about co llapsed, but had strength enough 
left to ca ll m e a gangster. But we got the gas. And not 
just a th o usand gallons, but 1,500 gallons more in 
big barrels, more even tha n my two trucks could quite 
carry. I had also learned one fast way to cut red tape. 

We then h eaded back toward the north and the 
front. On the running board of each truck I kept a man 
standing and consta ntly watching the sky for planes. It 
seemed a good idea n ot to be caught without warning 
whil e we were still' in the gasoline trucks. 

In a short time we were driving against the flow 
f refugees, a nd as we passed through Brionne there 

w re houses still burning from a bombardment a short 
while before. As we came to Bourtheroulde, however, 
the refugees a nd fleeing troops grew few er and fewer. 
"Th e G e rmans a re a lready in Bourtheroulde," some of 
them cried. But they a ll seemed in a sta te of semi­
hysteria, Find in such a state false rumors spread at 
terrific speed. We did a dvance very slowly toward 
Bourtheroulde, but found no enemy. Our Groupe 
F rnnc w ere still there. And the men accla imed the 

arrival of more gas as if it had been gold. In short 
order it was distributed to the vehicles. 

The captain then decided to move his headquar­
ters platoon to a small hamlet off the main road, two 
miles to the southwest of Bourtheroulde, where the 
vehicles would be more secure. That morning he had 
sent two patrols, each consisting of an armored car 
and a few motorcycles, to La Bouille and to Elbeuf. 
But not a single German had they seen. The enemy 
was still not attempting to cross the Seine . 

In the afternoon of that day (June 10) my cap­
tain received information from division headquarters 
that supposedly sixty German parachutists had just 
landed to the south of the Seine, in the loop below 
Rouen, and had sought cover in the woods of the Foret 
de Rouvray. The captain decided to send me there 
to find out what the situation actually was. There were 
only a few sidecar motorcycles left. So I got only one 
for the job. But my driver and l were equipped. Each 
of us had a light machine gun and two revolvers, and 
several hand grenades besides. And as my captain 
put it, before we left, if I didn't get back within three 
hours he would know that there were parachutists in 
the Foret de Rouvray. 

We followed a small dirt road, winding through 
the woods. Our motorcycle noisily advertised our ap­
proach, and if there were any parachutists posted along 
the road it was not going to be hard for them to kill 
us. 1 rode with both feet hanging outside the "bath­
tub," ready to hit the ditch a long the road. As we 
approached every curve, we stopped to observe and 
listen intently. But not a sound. And not a German. 
We kept on toward Rouen, and reached the suburbs. 
And then we took a small street leading to the Seine. 
The whole city was deserted. At the river we dis­
mounted and watched the far bank where the two 
bridges, now demolished, had led. As we did this we 
held our light machine guns in our arms like two movie 
gangsters. But stil'I we saw no German soldier. After 
a little we jumped in our sidecar and headed back full 
speed on the straight main road. What headquar1ters 
hFld told us was just another false rumor. 

Not far out of St. Ouen a nd Bourtheroulde, we 
were suddenly stopped by a group of French infantry­
men hidden along the road. They sprang out at us 
with light machine guns and rifles at the ready. The 
sergeant in charge announced that 1 was under arrest 
and they all surrounded us, looking as if they meant 
serious business. I told them that l was a French offi­
cer from the Groupe Franc, coming back from a re­
connaissance, but they did not believe me. l showed 
my officer's card with my fingerprints and photograph, 
but they were still suspicious. They took us to the 
young infantry lieutenant in command of their platoon. 
He too was fully as suspicious. In the end we were 
dragged to the li e L1tenant: co lonel comma nding the in ­
fa ntry battalion, who recognized me, as l had met him 
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the day before. Apparently these troops, misled by 
our special equipment and particularly by the n ew a r­
mored-force helmets we were wearing, padded in front 
with leather, had mistaken us for German parachut­
ists. Back in Bourtheroulde I reported the n ega tive 
results of my patrol. 

To my great astonishment I found there the com­
mander of the tank platoon whom I thought had b een 
killed in Rouen. He was the one who had gone out 
with his tank 'lo hit the rear of the German column, 
north of Rouen. His attack had been a successful sur­
prise. He had destroyed three German tanks, the n 
retreated full speed. A little later he had attacked the 
flank of the tank column that was in the city itself a nd 
got two more enemy tanks, about the time w e had 
been fighting those same tanks hardest with our a nti­
tank guns. His tank was hit once in the left of the cup­
ola but this did not disable it. He could still lire the 
gun, however, and managed to get hits on two more 
German tanks. 

Then he had heard the two explosions of the 
bridges and decided he might be able to get b a ck 
across the Seine with his tank on one of the ferries. The 
ferry at La Bouille had been destroyed, so he w ent a s 
far as Caudebec and was amazed not to encounter a 
single enemy column all the way. At C a udeb ec h e 
found the ferry still operating but had a hard time put­
ting his tank on it, though he finally got it aboa rd. In 
the middle of the Seine the ferry was machine-gunned 
by a lone bomber but three RAF pursuit planes which 
suddenly appeared opened on the German plane and 
drove it away. 

Landed safely on the south side of the Seine, the 
tank-platoon commander had to spend all the next 
day (June 9) hunting for some gasoline. He kept ask­
ing all fleeing troops and refugees whe'ther they had 
seen a French motorized unit with big white N's paint­
ed on the sides of their vehicles, and was finally direct­
ed to Bourtheroulde. He had some trouble, he 
reported, dodging colonels who wanted to comma n­
deer his tank to ride in as they retreated to <the south. 

I had just about time to hear this story when some 
German bombers came in sight. Not far awa y from 
where I was there was an old 75-mm. gun in position, 
guarding one of the roads to the town. The officer in 
charge of it had lost his unit in the general retreat and 
had offered his services to my captain, who had gladly 
accepted. The German planes had first dropped a few 
bombs on the central square of the town near the 
church. Suddenly, as they came directly overhead, a 
man left a small group of refugees not far away a nd 
ran toward the 75-mm. gun, waving a white cloth. One 
of the planes saw, it diving straight on the gun which 
was well-camouflaged, and had apparently not b een 
seen from the air before. The plane released three 
bombs, one after the other, and got the sma ll crew o f 
the 7 5 and the officer. But it also killed the fifth col -

umnist, too, in the middle of his dirty work. The gun 
was no longer usable. 

That same night we heard a sudden shot in the 
street of the village. On investigation we found one of 
our men lying dead, with his papers g one a nd the iden­
tification plate on his wrist likewise stolen. By now 
this continual fifth column activity had gotten thor­
oughly on our nerves. We began to ha te such activi­
ties more than anything else,, except atta cks from the 
air. 

The next morning, June I 1, came one of the best 
s~rprises of the whole campaign. On a stolen bicycle, 
dirty, unshaved, and exhausted, came riding into Bour­
theroulde, the first lieutenant who commanded our 2 5 -
mm. antitank-gun platoon, and whom we had also 
thought h a d b een killed in the battle of Rouen two 
days before . H e told us, moreover, that ten miles fro m 
Bourtheroulde there were thirty infantrymen whom h e 
had brought b a ck from the north side of Rouen, a nd 
also the remnants of our antitank-gun crews-a few 
lik.e himself who had survived the blowing of the 
b~1dges and the German artillery fire. At once w e gave 
him two trucks to bring these men back to us. 

Whe n h e re turned, two hours later, the lieu tenant 
expla ined tha t the blowing of the bridge ha d put hi ::; 
a ntita nk - guns out of commission and killed nea rly 
everyone in the ir crews. Those still alive h a d luckily 
found the m en of the infantry platoon. Together they 
a ll marche d toward the west along the banks of the 
Seine . A few miles out from Rouen they found a barge 
that would float. On. this they got across to the south 
side , fifteen miles from Rouen, between Duclair and 
Caudeb ec. They marched from there toward Pont 
Audemer, inquiring as they went about the Groupe 
Franc. But soon they were so exhausted that the lieut­
enant ordered them to rest, and continued the search 
himself with a commandeered bicycle, in the end find·· 
ing us in Bourtheroulde. 

Almost unbelievably our Groupe Franc was now 
regaining some of its past strength. We were now five 
officers and about 120 men. The infantrymen had 
br'.:>Ught b a ck four of their six heavy machine guns and 
this boosted our fire power a liittle. On the other hand 
we ~~d a new and serious problem because these thirt; 
~dd1tiona l m en .had lost all their trucks-all transporta­
tion of every kmd-and we could only cram them in 
the few v ehicles we had left. But this, compared to the 
joy of ge tting the m back, was a small thing. 

Wha t we w ere concerned about more deeply was 
our ammunition. It was low, after our battles at Boos 
~nd Rouen. But I got word from some re treating Brit­
ISh tha t the re w a s an a bandoned munitions train on one 
of the railroad <tracks near La Bouille in the middle of 
the forest. Immediately I took one of our trucks and 
four men 'lo the spot, where we found the train. Near 
its front part and its rear part were enormous bomb 
craters, but by some miracle the attacking Nazi planes 
had missed the part that carried the ammunition. I 
posted a man in front of the train and another in its 
rear to give the rest of us warning with ·their whistles 
if any pla ne approached. 
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T h e bomb craters, th e half-demolished train, the 
dea d s ilence of the place, th e lack of human activi ty , 
gav us th e {·eeling tha t w e were far from substantial 
m ili tary protection , a n d expos d to any sudden attack. 
N ervousl y w e o p en ed door after door of the freigh t 
cars. "l his took time, fo r the doors were ali sealed. We 
looked rap id ly inside each car to see whe ther it had 
the boxes o f ammunition in it. A ll the first cars we 
open ed conta ined artillery shells for 1 JS -mm. and 75-
mm. guns. 

S ud d e nly o n e of the men whist led three times. 
We d ash ed across th e tracks a nd und r the train in tc 
the w o ods o n th e o th er side, as three p lanes came over 
· 1 h ey let go a few b ombs in level flight, but missed the 
amm umt10n tra in . We I t our breaths out, crawlecl 
back again to the train , and in a few minutes more 
found what w e wan ted . We ja mmed one truck full 
a s fast a s w e could, took the load back to the Groupe 
Fra nc, a nd th en m a d e a second t r ip to load the sec· 
ond ammuni tion truck. D uring the time we had three 
alerts, a n d had to hi t cover three times, but no bombs 
w ere d ropped o n us. 

When we came b ack fr om th e wrecked ammuni­
tion train th e secon d t im e th e G r oupe Franc was aboui 
ready to leave Bourtheroulde fo r a small village some 
titteen miles to the wes . called Bourneville . During 
the move m en t 1 performed th e job of "serrefil , "that ot 
the officer w ho is la st in th e column and sees to it that 
no v ehicle is lost and th a t those w ith motor troub les 
get repa ired a n d ca tch up . But no vehicle had such 
trouble this time. T h e mechanics had spent all night 
overhauling their motors a n d checking all possible 
weaknesses. Several N azi p la nes machine gunned us 
on the w a y to Bourneville , b u t their a im was b a d a n d 
we h a d n o casualti e s. 

Acco rdin g to the reports o f our patrols, there 
w ere still n o sig ns tha t the e nem y had tried a crossing 
anywhe re in o ur sector. We had sen t patrol after pa­
trol a long the S eine a ll d ay, in rotation, of course, to 
enable our m e n to get some res t . We now had to rely 
on continuous reconnaissan ce o f this type because we 
had lost our radio truck in the b ombardment of Bour­
theroulde, which h a d been a major b low for the 
Groupe Franc. W ithout a rad io truck, we were con­
tinua lly losing contact w ith our armored ca rs and tanks 
during the ir m arch, and we were cut off from informa­
tion from high er h eadquar ters except fo r the news 
brought b y the fe w motorcycle scou ts tha l w~ could 
spare and k eep s ta tio n ed a ll the time w ith corps head­
qua r ters to bring us ord ers and n ew informa tion on the 
lastest deve lopmen ts. 

Late in the eve nin g of June 11 we a rrived at 
Bourneville, a ch arming li ttle v illage still full of re­
fu gees. It h a d n ot b een bombed. We immedia tely fe lt 
b e tter b eca use o f th is peaceful atmosphere, even 
though the degree of d a n ger h ere was exactly the same 
as it had b een at Bourtheroulde. We were lucky to 
find th r a lso a few la mbs a nd sheep, which we ki lle d 
a nd a t with much d elight. N o food, of course, was 
rea hing us from the rea r, a n d we were getting sick 
of ea tin '0 1r " pa in d e g uerre ,"n very dry hardtack, a nd 
the can f .. singe" (· ·mo nkey meat" or Canned beef) 

which we had in our supp iy truck. It was even luckier 
l o find 400 p o unds o f flour in the town bakery, and 
we immediately detailed two m en to make some bread. 
For the next two d ays th ese m en m a de bread without 
taking a single minu te of rest. It tasted better than 
any bread I ev e r a te in my life . 

We camouflaged o ur t rucks in two orchards as 
soon as we arriv ed in the vi llage. Beginning at once, 
also , and all durin g the n ight, the men constructed 
road-b locks on a ll roads a t the outskirts of the village. 
We took over the central switchboard at the post of­
fice simply by tellin g the g irl in charge that the Ger­
ma1'.s were app roaching full speed-a nother way of 
cuttmg red tape. Sh e left a t once, scared 'to death. 
Once an hour d uring the nigh t we sent a patrol, on 
foo t, a ro un d the village, mainly to listen. In the vil­
lage the patrol saw to it that there were no lights, not 
even a match o r a cigarette . 

The n ext morning , J une 12, my captain and I 
went around the v illage to de te rmine the best em­
p lacements for the h ea vy machine guns of the motor­
iz.ed infan.try platoon. W e were walking along a little 
dirt road JUSt o utsid e of the v illage when suddenly, not 
fifty yards away, a man appeared and aimed a sub­
machine gun di rectly at us. We threw ourselves into 
the ditch alon g th e roa d as b u lle ts whistled past our 
ears, automatically pulling our revolvers as we did so. 
lVly captain k illed th e G erman with his second shot. 
When we examin ed the fi fth columnist and his little 
gun ."':'e. found that he h ad fi red some sixty bullets at 
us. f h 1s Mauser sub-machine gun of ithe Germans is 
a very inaccurate w ea p o n though its use had a marked 
psychological effect on the population. We found no 
iden tific.atio n p a pers on the Germa n, only a map of 
the reg10n. It w as more deta ile d than the official 
F rench m ilitary m aps we w e re using. 

. Sinc.e G~rm~n fifth columnis ts were a pparently 
mmgled m with l· rench refugees, my captain decided 
to take s tern measures. We prep a red a lot of small 
:iotices and p asted these o n th e w a lls of the village. 

1. he notice decla red tha t to a void a ny possibility of 
fifth colum n ist activ ity a nd e n able us to prepare our 
defense w ithou t being h a mpered by re fugees, the com­
n:a~1der of th e G;roupe fe lt compelled to order every 
CIV1lian to leave the v illage w ithin a n hour. After two 
hours had passed a ny civilian fo und in the village with­
o u t good reaso n w ould b e locked up and, if there 
seemed grounds fo r it, shot. D uring the rest of the 
campaign we executed sev era l. We may have made 
a 1:11.ista~e or two but m ost o f 1them were in all prob­
ability fifth co lumnists a nd all others had b een warned. 
Until we took th is stern action, n o m a tter how well 
our veh icles had b een camouflaged, German bomber 
pilots always seeme d to k now where they w ere hidden. 
But from then on, we su ffe red v ery few bombings in 
any v illage we defend ed. I fee l t herefore that the 
drastic measures taken by my capta in w ere justified. 

Bournevill e was to be t h e h eadquarters of the 
Groupe Franc. \X/ e were no t only a ssigned this vil­
lage to defend, b ut a lso w ere assig n ed a line to protect 
hehind the Seine tha t h ad a fr ont o f about 'twenty-five 
miles-from La Bouill e near R o ue n to the sea. To hold 
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any such front with 120 men was practically an im­
possible ta sk. If the enemy tried to cross by force it 
was evident we could not prevent them from doing 
so. W e could, however, hinder their preparations on 
the far bank and could probably r epulse any crossing 
attempted by a w eak reconnaissance force. Our m ain 
mission, however, was that of warning the division 
headquarte rs of any crossing attempt. Thus we were, 
in effect, the rear guard of the F rench division. What 
puzzled me during tha t time was the fact tha t none of 
us h a d ever seen this division. Was it a myth, a ghost, 
or just a bunch of men too a fra id to fight in the front 
lines? Or w as it just re treating slowly on foot to new 
posi,tions? 1 found out on June 18, a few d ays later, 
when 1 actua lly saw the men in the division surrounded . 

A compa ny of customs officers on bicycles re­
treating from the coast came into our area. They wore 
vivid blue uniforms with a red strip down the ir pants. 
Their commander h a d very little push and my cap­
tain persua ded him to stay with us, telling him h e would 
ha v e nothing 'to do, that my captain would take care 
of everything. We naturally welcomed a ny reinforce­
ments as long as they would stay with us. 

We set up our defense in the following manner. 
All a long the banks of the river w e posted these 300 
c ustoms officers with their rifles. (They h a d no mach­
ine guns.) -Ch us they were used as a line of sentries or 
scouts about 1 SO yards apart. Every two or three 
miles a sidecar or a solo motorcycle from the Groupe 
Franc was posted. If one of the customs officers saw 
the enemy trying to cross the Seine, or preparing to 
make such a crossing, h e w as to fire several sh ots w ith 
his rifle to a ttract the attention of the motorcyclist, 
who would at once go to the pla ce where the shots 
cam e from a nd the n report to the headquarters of the 
Groupe Franc on the situa tion. At certain places the 
m otorcyclist could use a telephone nearby instead of 
racing to h eadquarters. 

W e installed the hea dqua rters of our Groupe 
Franc in the post office of Bourneville. The town lay 
several miles SOlllth of the Seine behind a d eep forest 
and w e made it the strong point of our defen se, pre­
paring its immediate defe nses with mechanized attack 
mainly in mind. For the fixed d e fenses of the village 
the captain used the motorized infantry platoo n, the 
several roadblocks, a nd a 4 7-mm. antitank-gun pla­
toon under the energetic young artillery oTficer who 
had lost his unit a nd o ffered his services and those of 
his platoon to my capta in instead of fl eeing to the 
south like m ost of the rest of the army. His two anti­
t~nk-guns with their prime-movers a nd the one cargo 
truck with them w ere a g reat help to us and made up 
for our losses in the fight a t Rouen. 

The m ost essentia l part of our defense was the 
mobile reserve formed of two armored ca rs, the motor­
cycle platoon, a nd our three remaining 1tanks. The 
a rmored cars a nd motorcyclists w ere used also to effect 
numerous reconnaissances to the east, in order to cover 
our right flank if the Germa ns crossed the Seine east 
o f R o uen . Our three tanks were ordered to go back 
a nd forth a lo n g the south bank of the Seine. Once 

an hour one of the tanks left La Bouille in the direc­
tion of Quillebeuf, moving a long the Seine, s topping 
often to observe the other bank, and firing at any 
Germans who were sighted. The tank would come 
b ack to La Bouille again after a few hours. Thus our 
three tanks were constantly scouting a lo n g the Seine 
a t different points, toward different directions. We 
hoped by using the m that way to give th e enemy the 
impression that the re w as a sizeab le m ech a nized force 
on the south side o f the Seine, and thus make the m 
h esitate to attempt a crossing. I doubt very much 
whether w e actually fool ed the Germans, but at least 
if they a ttempted a crossing , our fir e would certainly 
harass them and slow them up. If the enemy tried to 
cross anywhere our three tanks w ere to assemble full 
speed and concentrate their fire on the point the cus­
toms officer sentries indicated. 

I did a good deal of that b ack-and-forth business 
in a tank myse lf b ecause the ta nk platoon commander 
was worn out and n eed ed a res t. On the first day 1 
saw nothing of the enemy, driving all the time with 
my turret ope n. Nor did our p a trols to the east report 
any Germans e ither. When night came w e drove our 
three tanks back to Bourneville, a nd that first night 
I stayed near the telephone with my capta in. 

About 2 . 00 o ·clock in the morning (June 1 3) the 
telephone rang and one of the motorcyclists told us 
that between Duclair and Caudebec a G erm a n motor­
ized infantry column w as moving a lo n g the north bank 
of the Seine on the road that followed the river. Some 
o f the customs officers h a d fired across a t them 'to 
give the a larm, and a t once the e n emy had returned 
the fire, using tracer bullets of a ll possible colors-red, 
white, blue, yellow. The e ffect o n the customs o ffi­
cers of seeing that kind of a show was te rrific ; they h a d 
never seen such a thing. Half an hour la ter another 
motorcyclist phoned. The Germa n column, he said, 
was still advancing to the west a long the river b a nk 
and was now k eeping up a terrific noise for the pur­
pose, he thought, of scaring our defending troops. The 
enemy would send a red rock et into the sky, a nd the 
whole column would stop dead. Then a green rocket 
would go up and the column would resume its march. 
They a lso used white and yellow rockets for some 
purpose, and the whole performance was more tha n 

.p uzzling. From our own side of the Seine our motor­
cyclists a nd customs officers could h ear officers sh o ut­
ing orders in German, a nd even the e nemy troops 
singing Nazi son gs. The few customs officers who 
took up fire with their rifl es didn't seem to bother the 
column, which w as re turning their fire with tracer 
bullets, now fro m m a chine g uns. But daylight ap­
proached without a ny attempt by the enemy to cross 
the river. 

At S. 00 o'clock tha t morning I again le ft Bourne­
ville with my tank a nd resumed scouting a lo n g the 
Seine, but with much more care than before because 
we knew for sure now that en emy troops were on the 
other side. Beyond Ducla ir l saw a few G ermans but 
no vehicles. I systematically shelled their genera l 
area with the high-explosive shells o f my 4 7-mm. gun 
a nd must have killed a few . l open ed fire from a 
defiladed position with good protection against anti-
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la nk-gun fir e. But apparently the German force had 
n o a ntita nk guns with it and only re turned the fir e with 
sma ll automatic arms. That kind of fightin g continued 
at inte rmittent periods a ll during the day. 

I learned later why the G ermans h a d not appear­
ed o n the north side of the Seine right a fter our b a ttl e 
in Rouen . Contrary to our b e lief the panzer division 
whose reconnaissance units we had met in Boos and 
Rouen, did not stay along the Seine but h eaded north­
west toward the sea and reached the sea at St. Valery­
en-Caux, a little southwest o f Dieppe, thus completely 
encircling the French and British troops retreating from 
the Somme River. Only when they h a d partly cleared 
up this pocke t did the German motorized infantry t urn 
south to ta ke position a long the lower part o f the Seine 
between R ouen and the sea. 

During the a ft ernoon of June I 3 , as l a rrived op­
posite Caudeb ec, I saw that the whole town w as in 
fl ames. The Germans had just bombed the place. 
And a ll a long the road leading to the ferry w e re hun­
dreds of abandoned automobiles, a ll o n fire with 
fl ames leaping into the sky. On my w ay back to 
Bourneville, early that evening, I m e t a few British 
who h a d built a beautiful roadblock on t he road my 
'ta nk was fo llowing in the middle of the forest. They 
ha d tw o antitank rifles to defend it, but w ere prepar­
ing to 1 ave which they soon did. They left a lot of 
equipment behind, which we salvaged early the next 
day-excellent motorcyclists' goggles, some good light 
raincoats, a nd esp ecially the two antitank rifles which 
they had evidently decided w e re too h eavy for them 
to carry in their hasty retreat. W e liked that particular 
a ntitank w eapon, of which our a rmy h ad none. h 
was c;:1 llcd th Boys rifl e from its inventor and was of 
calibre . 5 5 , w e ighing around thirty-six pounds with its 
bipod r st. It was e ffective against ligh tly armored 
vehicles at short distance. 

[ spen t th e ni ght aga in a t the telephone with my 
captain . One rumor a ft er a nother to the effect that 
the Germans h a d crossed the Seine east o f R o ue n came 
to us over th e p h one. Louviers, a bridgeh ead on our 
side of the Sein e, sou th o f Pont d e l'Arche, was re­
ported in G erman ha nds. The G erma n column was 
a dva ncing at night, toward the east, toward us, w e 
w e re a lso told. To determine the part of reality and 
the part of fantasy in those rumors w as impossible, 
except by sending out our own patrols. At 2 .00 in 
the morning a colo ne l te lepho n ed us from division 
headquarters. He said a German column w as a lready 
a few miles from Bourn eville, in Bourtheroulde, our 
last p revious position. lf this was 'true our position 
with our right fla nk exposed was n ow untenable. The 

o lonel wanted a patro l sen t at once to confirm this 
in formation . My captain told him that to send out 
a tank at night on such a mission w as h ard ly d esirable. 
Th ' tank couldn't see anything anyway and could be 
tak n in ambush. It w as finally d ecid ed to send a 
ta n! nnd a few motorcycles with machine guns at 
dawn. My ca1 ta in told me tha t l had been inside a 
Lank nou h during the past tw o d ays, a nd tha t l 
sh o uld th refore wake up the ta nk-platoon commander 

, 
a nd direct him to take charge of the patrol. In view of 
the importance of this patrol my captain decided to 
send an entire motorcycle pla toon with its comm a nder. 

This patrol left Bourneville a t 4.30 o n the morn­
ing of June 14. We waited and w a ited, until an h o ur 
la ter one of the m en of the motorcycle platoon re­
ported by tel ephone. The patrol h a d b een mistaken 
for a German column by the French a rtill ery still in 
Bourtheroulde which ha d opened fire. Several m en 
were w ounded, a nd the tank-platoon commander was 
dyin g. The motorcycle-platoon commander asked us 
to send a truck a t once to tra nsport the wounded to 
the nearest hospital or a mbulance. My captain sent 
me with a truck and telephoned division h eadquarters 
to send two a mbula nces a t once to Bourneville. Ar­
riving in front of Bourthe roulde, I saw the disab led 
ta nk n ear the road. In Bourtheroulde itself, I found 
the motorcycle-plato.on commander who told m e the 
story v ery briefly. 

The tank commander with his tank w as o ut in 
front o f the motorcycle platoon. H e was fired at 
without warning from the outskirts of Bourtheroulde . 
Thinking it was enemy fir e , he quickly returned it. 
The motorcycle platoon dismounted a nd sought cover 
in the ditches a long the road, opening on the supposed 
enemy with the ir machine guns. The "Germans" w ere 
firing with a 47-mm. or 75-mm. gun, w e ll camou­
flaged . Its high-explosive shells burst n ear the motor­
cycle platoon. The tank k ept o n firing she lls at the 
gun, using fir e and movement, stopping only to fire. 
After a couple of minutes the tank received a direct 
hit on its front a nd the shell p e ne trated the tank as if 
through butter. Fragments of armor cut the left a rm 
o ff the drive r and tore the gunner's right shoulder 
apart. Another piece went through the tank-pla toon 
comm a nder's h e lme t into his head. 

The motorcycle platoo n a dvanced a long the road 
in the ditches, a pproaching the village, to d e termine 
the strength of the enemy forces, but they fina lly dis­
covered that the enemy w a s French. Our tank had 
killed two men of the artillery gun crew. The tank 
commander was in b a d shape when I a rrived with the 
truck a nd w as plainly dying. I carried the wounded 
back to Bourneville as fast as I could, and from there 
they w e re taken to the rear in two a mbulances. 

The mistake had occurred partly b ecause of the 
morning fog. The a rtille rymen couldn't determine 
whether the ·tank was French or G e rman. Our t a nks 
had the blue-white -and-red circle of the R epublic, and 
German tanks had the Iron Cross p a inted on the front 
of the ta nk. But the Germans h a d used French colors 
so many times that this means of identifica tion was of 
littl e practical value. Since the French had so little 
mechanized equipment left in the area, the a rtille ry­
men could ha rdly b e wrong in assuming that a ny me­
chanized equipment they would see would be G erma n . 
The real reason for the mistake was b ecause the crews 
of the artillery a ntita nk guns ha d never ha d any thor­
o ugh training in ide ntifying the si lho uettes of th e 
differen't types o f French, British, a nd German vehicles. 
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And, of course, the lack of liaison between division 
headquarters a nd this particula r a rtillery unit gave rise 
to the rumors that the Germans were there in Bourth­
e roulde, and preve nted the a r tillery unit from being 
warned in time that a French mechanize d patrol was 
approaching . 

The ta nk commander w as a lso somewhat at fault. 
H e would probably not have been killed if he h a d 
stayed with his tank along the edge of the woods west 
of Bourtheroulde , and sent a few motorcycles to recon­
noiter the village before he exposed his tank in the per­
fectly flat, open area between the woods and the 
village. With hindsight, however, it is always easy to 
cri t icize an action that h as proved disastrous. Anyway, 
the result was a serious blow to the Groupe Franc. We 
now h a d only two armored cars and two ta nks left as 
a rmored equipment. We had also lost a few sidecar 
motorcycles, d es troyed by the 7'.:> -mm. fire in the same 
fight. 

Shortly after I had come back to Bournevi ll e, w e 
received an order from headquarters to retrea t again. 
Othe r rumors that the G ermans had crossed the .kiver 
Seine east of R o ue n had been confirmed by other units. 
Our movement had to be effected quickly, otherwise 
a German column advancing generally toward the 
southwest would cut our retreat. Our Groupe Franc was 
ordered to go to Campigny and establish its hea dquar­
ters in this little village a few miles southeast from 
Pont Audemer, and prepare a defense behind a small 
river, the Risle . The French Army as a whole was 
a bandoning the Seine as a defensive position. 

What made us smile a bit at this n ews w as that 
as far as we had been able to see, the Seine ha d never 
b een defended by French forces at a ll, except for a 
few rearguard units like our own. All during the time 
we had been making reconnaissance after reconnais­
sance from one position after another b ehind the Seine, 
our division had been stationed b ack th re b ehind ith e 
Risle, building a few roadblocks. And now that the 
Seine line had been dented, our division was leaving 
the Risle and we were to take their place there. T hings 
went this way, in fact, up to June I 8, when the divis­
ion was surrounded. During the whole time it did 
not fire a single shot to the best of our knowle d ge. 
For its own re treat, the division was lucky enough to 
have great numbers of Paris buses which the Army 
had requisitioned. Without those buses it would 
probably have been captured a few days sooner. 

My captain used our two tanks to protect the rear 
of our column as we dropped back from Bourneville 
'lo Campigny. The two armored cars, with what was 
left of the motorcycle platoon, protected our flanks by 
making small reconnaissances out on side roads com­
ing back to the main road after the column had ~assed. 
Thus the column had a mobile antitank defense on its 
flanks and rear. No hasty roadblocks were built on 
the side roads because this would take too much itime 
a nd work. Instead, my captain relied on the armored 
cars to repulse any small German mecha nized column 
during th.e tim~ it would take to re-establish the Groupe 
Franc quickly 111 a new defensive position . Preceding 

the column within sight were the solo motorcyclists, 
acting as scouts. 

My captain d ecided to give me one of the two 
tanks to comma nd. l w a s ordered to stay till the last 
111. Bourne.ville-until I 0 .UO o'clock in the morning, 
with the Groupe rranc leaving a t 9.30. I w a! ted near 
the east entrance ot the village~the Germans were 
exp ected to come fr om the east-near the crossroad 
of the main east-west a nd north-south roads, so th;;.t I 
could move my tank quickly in a ny direc tion. 

On the road lea ding I o the east, w e h a d built a 
stout roadblock by cliggmg holes in the asphalt road, 
a nd then sticking thick Jogs v ertically in the holes. W e 
h a ? l"o~nd this work h a lt completed by some previous 
umt, with logs a ll c ut a nd rea dy to b e placed, a nd w e 
had h a d . time to fini sh it. ·1 he roadblock w as o f the 
staggered b a rrica d e typ e, to p ermit the traffic to flow 
through ~t. But at night, o r it the enemy cam e in sight, 
the barricade could be closed by mova ble obstacles, 
such as a bandoned vehicles a nd sliding b eam s. Just 
b eyond this barrica d e the road turned to the ri ght in a 
c.urve. A n a ntitank gun had been defending this b ar­
ricade but was now retreating with the main column. 
There w ere similar b a rrica des on the roads leading 
south a nd north. W e le ft the m all open so that I 
could pass through them with my ta nk and attack the 
e nemy if he came in sight . 

At I 0.00 o"clock sh a rp , just as I w as preparing 
to leave Bourneville with the t a nk, a German armored 
car drove sudde nly into sight on the road from the east 
stopped dead in front of the barrica d e , a ppa rently sa~ 
my tank, a nd began to move back, in reverse. It was 
not. more. than 15~ Y.ards away, and I fired and got 
a hit on 1t before it could get back around the curve 
in the road. This was probably the point, I thought, 
of a whole armored-car platoon. And so I also said 
to myse lf, "Let's go!" I then took my tank slowly 
out through the barricade, firin g once more at the 
armo~ed. car wit.bout stopping, but hitting it again. It 
h a dn t fired a smgle shot at my tank. It didn't h ave 
time to. 

We now went out on the road b eyond the dis­
able d a rmore d car a nd moved on around the c urve 
of the road. And there a second car was heading 
toward the village to help the other. This was too 
good. I h a d nothing to fear, anyway, as I knew the 
2 0 -mm. antitank gun on the e n e my armored car could 
n o t J? ierce . . my an-i:ior. It w as much like a battleship 
fi gh tmg a h ght cruiser. The moment this new German 
s'.1w m e he h ead ed toward a side road to escape my 
fir e . He opened fir e himse lf, a nd a direct hit cla nke d 
on our a rmor but didn't come t hrough . I h a d b een 
ri ght in fee ling safe. Afte r firing twice myself this 
second armored car was out of business. Several en ­
emy motorcyclists following it h a d pulled off to the 
le ft of the road and were firin g at me with their ma­
chine guns-probably with armor-piercing bullets. 
Several of them hit the ta nk but didn" t penetrate either. 
I continued on toward these motorcyclis ts leaving the 
road to do so, and now firing hi gh-explosive shells. I 
know I go t several of them . 

I h eaded back o n to the road b ut co uldn 't see any 
oth er e nemy cars or tro ops. The rest of the a rmored-
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car platoon had probably decided to pull back-the 
proper tactics for lightly armored vehicles in the face 
ot a medium tank. l decided not to follow for fear 
of an ambush . It was well past I 0.00 o'clock now, 
a nd I had orders to stay only till I 0.00. And so l 
headed back to the village, passing the two disabled 
armored cars a nd tiring one good shot at each of them. 
lt was probably pure waste and child's play, but it 
made me feel good. All things considered, l had 
nothing to brag about. Anyone in a medium tank 
could have destroyed those two armored cars. But I 
don't :think I would have been able to destroy them 
at all if the enemy platoon commander had sent his 
motorcyclists out ahead to reconnoiter the village. l 
would probably have got one or two of his motorcycle 
scouts but nobody else. His armored cars would have 
had time to take cover. 

Before leaving Bourneville I had my gunner and 
my driver close the barrica des. I stayed in the tank 
covering them, ready to shoot, for by now the Germans 
w ere probably preparing an attack on the village. I 
h ad had a chance to fulfill my mission by slowing down 
the German reconnaissance elements arid thus give the 

roupe Franc more time to prepare its defense behind 
th R isle River. This made me feel a little better than 
I h ad for several days. I had made up a little for my 
p o r marksmanship in our Battle of Rouen. 

When I arrived in Campigny, I found our two 
anl itank guns already in position in the village, and 
r adblocks half completed. My captain decided to 
turn th tank to its noncommissioned officer who was 
in 1-{00 l shape again. But I must have been bad luck 
for f\ny tank I touched. The tank commander had been 
kill d in my tank the very morning he took charge of 
it ug nin . This time the noncommissioned officer of 
th ta nk was killed the next day, by a bomb from a 

t11l f\ which penetrated his turret. 

Jn ampigny my captain had installed the head­
qunr l r s of the Groupe Franc in a small castle, situated 
in th middle of a big park in which all the vehicles 
h n I b n well concealed and camouflaged under the 
tr s. For the first time in several days I now found 
lh lim to shave and wash my hands and face . In the 
a ft rn n I went around the village, supervising the 
work d ne on roadblocks, and on the antitank-gun 
a n 1 m a hin -gun emplacements. W e h a d ordered all 
refug ut of the village. 

At .00 o"clock I was sent in my sidecar to divis­
ion headqunrt rs , which had not given any orders since 
we had arriv d in Campigny. I found the headquarters 
a t Carsix, thirty miles to the south in a castle. The 
staff was sta nding around big maps, planning the with­
drawal of the division to a new position. The Groupe 
Franc was again to be the last to move. 

Shortly after I got back to Campigny, several 
e n my bombers came over. I was in the middle of 
I h town and ther was no time to seek cover in the 
wo d s that lay around the village. So 1 decided to go 
i 11l o the ce llar of th n are s t house. l found there one 
of m y noncommissione d o ffice rs, a placid fellow who 

,, 
never seemed to be bothered by anything. He hadn't 
shaved for a week, and now having some time to think 
about it, he went upstairs in the house, hunted around, 
and came back down in a few minutes with an old 
square mirror, an old blade and razor, and some soap. 
He hung the mirror on a nail and began shaving. By 
then the bombs were coming down, with attack appar­
ently centred on the park and our vehicles. Some 
more good fifth columnist information, I thought. But 
now the bombs were coming much nearer. It was 
funny to watch my noncom trying to shave. He had 
kept his helmet on as a precautionary measure. Every 
time a bomb fell a little nearer, his mirror swung on 
its nail, and plaster fell from the ceiling. But he kept 
on shaving unperturbed until a terrific crash came and 
I thought for one moment it was the end of things for 
us both. Plaster came pouring down covering us. A 
part of the ceiling above us broke. But the hi:t was 
not quite direct and we were still safe even though 
the house above had been partly destroyed. My non­
com, with razor still in his right hand, was now white 
with plaster. He slowly turned toward me and said 
very calmly, "The only trouble with this damn war 
ii:; you can't even shave in peace!" 

The planes dropped a few more bombs and left. 
They had destroyed many houses in the village. I 
now headed toward the park and saw that two of our 
trucks were demolished. One was a gasoline truck 
and the men were busy keeping the flames from 
spreading. On the outskirts of the village one of our 
antitank guns had also been destroyed and some of its 
crew kiiled. Decidedly our Groupe Franc was getting 
smaller and smaller with each day. 

Next morning, June 15, we got the order to with­
draw once more, this time about sixty miles to the 
south, to Argentan. But before our Groupe Franc 
left, it must blow up the two bridges on the Risle: one 
at St.-Paul-sur-Risle, the other at Pont Audemer. Our 
tanks, armored cars, and sidecar motorcycles had been 
patrolling along the south bank of the river all the 
preceding afternoon, but had seen no Germans. The 
enemy was, however, expected any minute. Our move­
ment to the south had been ordered because the French 
Army was expected to make its next stand along the 
Loire River. 

The order to blow up the two bridges was a perfect 
example of an impossible task. If even one staff offi­
cer from headquarters had visited the Groupe Franc 
since it left Rouen, the division commander would 
have known that we had no explosives. And so my 
captain sent a motorcycle scout back to tell them that 
we would have to be given some explosives if we were 
to do the job. We did have several tank mines and 
a few "petards de cavalerie", but it would take a good 
deal more to blow two bridges. The messenger came 
back an hour later to report that headquarters had 
already gone. 

We had to do something. For the protection of 
our Groupe Franc itself, we couldn "t lea ve the bridges 
mere ly with a barricade on each side, especially since 
"ur ta nks a nd a rmored cars would have to leave with 
ou~ column in order to protect it on the march. 
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The captain decided to leave me behind with a 
sergeant and four men, and three sidecar motorcycles 
to blow one bridge, and gave the lieutenant command­
ing the antitank guns the job of blowing the other; he 
had one truck and a few men. But first we had to 
find something to do it with. Together we hunted all 
along the Risle for some TNT left behind by some 
French unit in its hasty retreat. And we finally did 
find a few blocks in an abandoned British depot, but 
not as many as we needed. To our surprise, the supply 
depot seemed mainly full of British cigarettes in big 
wooden boxes, hundreds of them. We decided that a 
few thousand cigarettes were practically as important 
as TNT, in view of the boost they would give to the 
morale of our whole Groupe Franc. And so we left 
our truck there with two men to pack it full. 

I then went to to Pont Audemer with my three 
side-cars and half of the explosives, and the other lieu­
tenant took his half to the bridge at St.-Paul-sur-Risle, 
only a few hundred yards from the British depot. I 
found Pont Audemer completely deserted. It had been 
bombed and many buildings destroyed. All stores 
had been looted, all shop windows broken. Arriving 
at the river where it passes through the northern part of 
the town, I found that "the bridge" of Pont Audemer 
was for all practical purposes three bridges! 

True, one of them was nothing more than a small 
wooden lock to regulate the flow of the river, too small 
for vehicles though troops could easily walk across it. 
And the middle bridge was no real bridge either, but 
simply a big building built across the river, which was 
very narrow at this point. The building served as the 
marketplace for the town. At both ends of this 
"bridge,'· French troops had piled sandbags and anch­
ored them with cement. The floor of the building 
wasn't strong enough, it seemed to me, to bear the 
weight of a tank. A light armored car might cross 
without going through the flooring into the river, but 
I had my doubts. But enemy motorcycles and passen­
ger cars could use it easily enough provided the sand­
bags were cleared away first, which would be quite a 
job to do by hand, but could easily be done with one 
or two blocks of TNT. 

I simply didn't have enough explosive to blow 
this so-called bridge and the regular stone bridge where 
the main road crossed the river. I therefore decided 
to concentrate on the main bridge. At both ends of 
this bridge the French had also built sandbag barri­
cades. My men began to dig a big hole in the middle 
of the bridge into the heavy pavements, working as 
fast as they could. 

Meanwhile, with my driver, I reconnoitered what 
to do if we were surprised by a German column. 1 
decided to put the three sidecars in the first side street 
to the right of the bridge, where they were protected 
by the buildings from machine-gun fire. We could get 
in them, and then take another street to the left out of 
town and be out of German fire because of the cover 
given by a big building on the other side of the river. 
In this way we could hit the main road again a few 

hundred yards to the south. There a stretch of some 
fifty yards would be dangerous because it would be 
under direct machine-gun fire from the bridge, but this 
was a distance so short I thought we could cover it 
without casualties. 1 went back to the bridge. The 
hole was getting bigger and deeper. 

Just at that moment we could hear an explosion 
off a few miles to the east. The antitank lieutenant 
had blown the other bridge. I then told my men they 
had dug deep enough and had them put the dynamite 
in the hole and cover it over. It seemed to me time to 
act fast and everybody helped. We put some big pav­
ing blocks on top, and covered the hole over with 
tightly compressed soil. Then I had my men leave 
the bridge and wait behind the sandbags. I started off 
the bridge myself, unrolling the wire that connected 
the detonator to the TNT. Just as 1 was climbing over 
the sandbags at the French end of the bridge, I heard 
the noise of a motor. A German armored car was 
coming around the curve of the road just north of the 
bridge, and it at once began firing at us. I had just 
the time to jump over the sandbags and throw myself 
flat. We had no machine guns or any weapon to do 
much good. The men behind the sandbags opened 
fire at the armored car with their rifles, using armor­
piercing ammunition. We had to blow the bridge fast, 
now, if at all. As I connected the cord with the deton­
ator, the sandbags gave excellent protection from the 
fire of the German car. Finally I was able to light the 
wick leading to 'the detonator. We then had exactly 
ninety seconds to get out before the bridge would go 
up. I lined the men behind the sandbags and at a 
signal from my hand we leaped toward the little side 
street to the right all together at highest speed. We 
made the side street fifty yards away in about five 
seconds-I'm sure it was a record. The German gun­
ner, surprised by this unexpected action, didn't hit any 
of us, we were so fast. In the side street we kept close 
to the walls of the houses on the north side of the 
street. A few seconds later up went the bridge but 
none of its pieces hit us as they fell because we were 
protected by the houses. Arriving at the dangerous 
spot on our route, I lined the three sidecars up and we· 
dashed over it all together, instead of one after the 
other. The German fire missed us again. We heard 
some bullets w~istle, though. 

When we finally reached Campigny our rallying 
point, I found the other lieutenant there waiting for me. 
He told me he had just blown his own bridge and was 
heading back to. the British depot across the fields, 
when German motorcyclists appeared on the north 
bank and fired at him and his men, but by leaps and 
bounds 'they reached the depot. His men had kept 
their truck on the safe side of the building and were 
still loading cigarettes, even though the door was on 
the north side and they had to carry the boxes around 
under fire . The truck left the depot under long-range 
German fire but nobody was hit. I looked in the 
truck. The lieutenant told me there were approxi­
mately 350,000 cigarettes. That made at least 3,000 
cigarettes per man for our Groupe Franc. What a 
capture! 

To be concluded. 
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